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| 7 2 al all Times be of Uo, 
Al hut more eſpecially. when any 
OE Changes are attempted that 
threnten Danger to the Efta- 
 bliſhient, in either Part of it, 
„, bol back to that memorable 
Period of cur oion Hiftory, ir hen be Church 
and Monarchy; which had for /6' many Years 
been each others Ornament and Support, lay 
proftrate together at the Feet of their Enemies; 
ro confider attentively what were the leading 
Steps to that fatal Subwerſion of the your 
old Engliſh Conſtitution, and what the” um- 
fPeatable Miſebiefi that followed aftes it. 
'Tis well known, that this Overthrow was. 
effected by Perſons, Eowever united in à com- 
mon Principle of Averſion to the "Church of 
England, yer widely . differing from each other 
in their particular Views and Defigns. Nor 
can we in Charity believe, that all or even 
oy of Foofe dodo were deeply engaged in the 


Bs B 2 Meaſures 
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1 PREFACE. 
_that concurred to it, 


intended » off 


8 5 — — FJ re dr | ſi who ar ay 
Mer of Complaint, , ert yet inf 
ricd beyond it, till they foul Te 25 late for 
them. to 7 treat, Others 9 purely 17 
| Principle of: Di lit? He 
| Chase % and in Lopes. exc . 5 
what they had been 2 75 to look upon as a 
purer Worſhip and more per feb=-ddujeuph 
Some were not ſo much Enemies 4% Te Chur 
as to Monarcby; yet thought, it -nece; 1 
leuel their firſt Attacks. part Eprſcopa 
. deſpairing of being able to make @ Breach 
be Civil Government, till they ad ft 
Se the Eccleſiaſtical: Whilſt others, 
=vhoſe Defigns were more immediately againſt 
tte Church, did, at the ſame Time, whate- 
ver they could to weaken and diſtreſs the King, 
being confident that their utmoſt. 8 to os 
vert bro it, would be ineffefttual, . 2 fo Jong as 
he was in 4 Condition to protect and defend 
it. "Upon the whole, great Numbers of ſeri- 


ous and well. meaning Perſons. were made the 


Tnftruments of a Party of Men deſperately 
wicked, who, under the Maſe of Piety and 
"Zeal for publick Liberty, aimed at. nothing 
leſs than overturning th e whole Conſtitution 
and ſacrificing the Lives, Fortunes and Re- 
e of therr es Zangen and 9555 their 

x rince 


P. R Py F. 1 C 1 F 
Prince. bimſelk,. to their own' ambition and 
= cruel. Ergjects. HA 1 at 5 
And ſo. indeed it generally happens, \The 
1 F Miſchief to the Public are 
ſeldom able to execute their pernicious: Schemes 
"without the Aﬀſtance of better Men, whoſe 
/ineſs. and Credulity they maße ſubſervient 
ro ſuch Purpoſes, as, if Shy would be de- 
oy and abborred by them. An Obſervation 
that may teach all fuch as have no ill. De- 
ſigns of their, own, to be cautious how they 
are made uſe of to promote the all Defigns of 
others; to watch the firſt Impreſſions upon 
their. Underſtanding. and Compliance, and to 
weigh carefully beforehand as well the Conle- 
quences of. the. Meaſures they engage in, as 
_ the Motives of their doing ſo. Had this Cau- 
tion been duly. obſerved, much of that Mij- 
chief bad been prevented, which this Poor di- 
ftrafed Kingdom was then involved in; and 
aubich muſt needs have occaſioned many. a bit- 
ter Reflection to theſe, who may, (at leaſt 
compared with the principal Actors and Con- 
trivers) be called the Innocent and unmeaning 
Authors Fit. O, all which. Miſchief the 
moſt beauy and affiting Part to \ ſerious 
an well ed. Minds, undoubtedly was 
tbe miſerable State to, abi RELIGION 
was reduced, and the great Diſgrace it 
was expoſed. 10 A greater than which could 
not poſſibly have. been brou ght upon it, by 
any Thing leſi tban 4 Fong and down- 
right Apoſtaſy -- 
ws * 0 To fee a Venerable. Church. in Ruins i ; that 
AS R 


vi PRE i 8 
Oburob, anhieb for ſe many Fears "bad been be 
Glory and Bukwark of the i Reform: ; ic 11 
_ for-the' Purity of its Do#rine,” be "00 
and Comelineſs , its Worſhip, - and the Con- : 
of its Government 1% the © n 5 . 
| and apoftolical Standard was not inferior to; 
if to be equalled by, any Chriſtian 3 
on Earth; on a Laden ſhamefully defaced and 
| demoliſhed ; overſpread with Errors, Herefies 
and Blaſpbemies; defiled 201th moſt horrid As 
Bominations; rent in Pieces with numberleſi 
Diviguons, and ſwallowed up with Difor der, 
Contention.” and Confufion — to fee the Houſes 
of God pro ofaned.; bes Inſtitutions negletFed and 
contemned; bis Miniſters outraged and op- 
1 efſed; bel s- and Revenues ſacrilegi- 
uſly invaded the People deprived of the Be 
2 and Comforts of their Miniſtration, and 
left expoſed to the poiſonous Frfufrons of Boſe 
pbemous Enthufiaſts ,”- and illiterate Merhn. 
nicbt Such-a Spettacle as this could not hut 
very deeply affect all thoſe who ad any real 
Concern for the- Honour God and the Sali 
vation of Mens Souls, which were berthy 7 
greatly violated and endangered. 

To this low and wretched Condition was 
e rought down, when our Fore-fathers 
departed: from the ancient Foundation: And 
fo long as the Remembrance of it ſhall be pres 

ſerved, it will be an effeftual Driftouragement 
th thinking Men, and all who have any Re-. 
guard for Religion from every Approach ' Yo 
wards Meaſures which may probably be at. 

ended with the Hike fatal — That 


* ther 


PDR E F ACIE. vñ 
; dere is but goon rat Occufion to revive the 
4 — — s at this Time, wil, I 

believe, be acknowledged by a but thoſe whoſe 

Intereft. it is o have them forgotten, and 

ge Dey ; vs againſt the Eftabliſhment cunnot 

% be jo. \fucceſefully' carried ' forward, 

The apen Attacks that have been lately mille 

and ure daily continued upum our. Help Reli 

gien, by Deiſts and Freetbintert, leaur no 

Room to doubt, But that they will to thy wes. 

moſt endeavour to deſtroy 25 Thing that- may 

wupport the ſober. and regular Bxerch of. 42 

Chreftian Worſhip, Government,” 

| Bine; u 27 —— Ahertdca 1 

 Wentpred to undermine the EReblithed: Church. 

Jul this it mot all "the Dunger. Were 15 
fomething litewiße to be apprehemuru from! an. 

other Quarter 3.1 from Men, whoſe Principles 

With regard 1% Gbriſtianitv, and whoſe Affe. 

Kon to the Proteflant Cauſe it would: be um. 

rag/onable to call in Queſtion, whn yet in rbrir 

Inclinatiens-to chi Work of ſubverting, een 

eo readily to cnncur with. the aue e E 

mies of — The Diſſenters from our Com- 

munion, far from being ſatisfied with the'le Bal 

Indulgence they have long enjoyed, and which, 
e they obtained it, was it ſeems the — 

25 their Aim or Deſre, begin, ſome of 

Yew at leaff, to make freſh Baal, of 

Hardſhips and Impoſitions, and to be impa- 

tient for the Repeu of thoſe Acts, upon which 

the Security of. the Church of England as an 


Rn 7 greatly depends. Is true 
they | 
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3 
1 


— 


viii ER E aide: 
they do not diretiy, and in ef 72 Terms, 


nr Overthrow of the Eſtabliff 
rch; but. they dere that,” which,” upon 
\fheir dun Principles, if they have either Pru- 


dence or Honey, muſt — lead ro it. 
For 1s it 70 be imagine, that wpiſe or good 
Men will nor, whenever. they have ſufficient 
Strength, (and that Strength ir hat they 
ſeem by Degrees to be aiming at) employ. it t 
tbe erecting of their own Morſbip and Dijes- 
= upon the Ruin of Ours, to which they 

ave ſo thorough à Diſlike a r think them 
ſelves. under rb Obligations Conſcience fo 
Form a: Separation from it, not only to theik. 
temporal Trconventence, but io the + confeſſed 
hazard at leaſt of involving v rbemſelves in the 
Guilt of Schifm. But, norwithfanding this, tit 
to be hoped," there are great'N rden, ibe Na- 


tion, who au not come into Meaſures" pre u. 


dicial to Religion, when it it fut rly laid en 


ore them, that they are prijudicial; and 
10% had much rather ſit down bontented un 
der theſe 1 1 and 1 _ which 
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8 een ws . (Gy tha! Prefbyretians) Co 
an of Conſcience in doubtful Points will juſtify a Span. 
It may oblige Men to. forbear Communion; but not to ſet u 

a egnrrary Practice. Reply- ro the Tadepenilenes,' pag. F1. yew 


Difference in Judgment i in ſome 7 Points bs, es 


nor does an Inconformity to ig enjoine N 


that! Name; but our Brethren defire Garber to ſet up ſepar 2 
5 Communiazs which, is a manifeſt Rupturt of our Societies i 4 


others, and. is therefore a Schiſm in the Body. This 28 
ting up Altar againſt Altar, allowing our Churches (as th oe 


pendents do) to be true Churches; .for Se. Auſtin lays, - Sthiſma-+ 


ricos facit non diverſa Fides, fed Communionis diſrupta Vocier ug. | 
ig. K. 65, 73, 74. \ Hit. Pur. Vol 1. pag. 307. | , 
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Very Frearly feftrd 
Ennis into # Share 
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70 cb 72 Co e, Drains which 
P+be- l Age, Wueb"the"Reproach 


{ih Fir: are ep from being ſure of the Tire 
Enjoyme: my heiß religious Liberty, if 
i paul heuer hum; und, whatever they 
5 may: from s from Succeſs in under- 
5 mining it, (a God in bis good Providence 
aàadbert) 1 Would in all Likels bod, oben top late, 
Jind both. "themſelves and the cas "Reli- 
Sion bunter in the" Ruin il. 
eee n * 


Nene n e be removed u ls of 
the. Legi. ture, the, whole Building is ſuppoſed to fall, and all Reli- 
8 ong with it. Pref. Hi. Purit. Vol. III. Perhaps not: 

ut if a Building is not to be thrown down all at ohce, tis no 
Afſurdity to think it 3 be Sen fall r removing: . one 
8 and they another. * 
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9 of 
in this — — Di folution. of the. 
aucient Form Government, 40 laid. before the 
Publick. An Undertaking diſagreeghle enpugh. 

in the Nature of it, and which, tis A well. 
giue the Reader... ridiculaus and — 
Scene of Enthufiams,''and wild Ops 

4 Fractices; but thry and — . | 

be copied" or imitated by iy ne TT 

Day, and 3 can dn u * e 
1 un — . 5 — A lt ene 5 
grave Men, do a grrat deal Good; ast 

be a Means to hinder. well meahing Beagle from 
being miſſed by. Necaiuers, inta Megſures de- 

| Serudive of Reg _ any Fs. es wat 0 
But, beſides, chi, i der pede, a 

the drawing u up" ſe Wy; 1 N | 


rality. of Readers, 1 might n unſeaf 
Service, upan another 1 22 — 
Beard 4 erat deal of late: of the Puxitans 
and their ttempts for a further Refa > 
in the Church : Their Zeal, in this Cauſe, 
has been in a manner conſecrated. and adored, 
their Characters ſet off | to all Poffible Advan. 
tage, and their Sufferings for. it magnified 
and ertoll d, as. thoſe of Conſeſſors ju Hering 


0 Rrghteor ne — ; whilf the Governoars 
both 


| P RE FAN F. * 
Church and State; from the Time of 
the Wege. Huus lem rehreſented as Ty-_ 
LY ud; Opprefſors,.\Renfvutors f tenden. 
 Conſeienges;\gnd\Enemies of true: Godlene, fer, 
10 * wirkntanding 5 At. 

u taking. propen Mages 7 to leqQune, 
ination: - agaunſh:. Fe Violence and 0 

Tusgof herne Fr, afber all. what warcthrs. 
further Reformation in the Church, Wwhioh:: a 
handfub of Men at the Beginning ſ% pertina- 
cronſpys, contended. wee again ther Senſe: and 
Fudgmont of; tbe — the Overthroun 
/ than ſabliſpment of Religion, which the. 
Government, after. PAINE: Dalſbcration, au 
pon the ng leid Grounds. had wiſely. fied. 
Saen Agrermin d ts ſupport; andthe: 
g. uf in the room gf 27 the Preſpytatian 
Dileipiioe,y * fl narrow. Platform, imported 
« \ fron a geity Republith,. un witable in.it elf 
« to the Form , Civil Government in Eng- 
« And, prefudicia! both fo be Breragati ue f 
4 the Prince; and to the Rights and Proper 
«. ties f the: alhelt, aul uhiab fi nally bad 
« neither Seripture nor Antiquity to necom- 
cc mend ii. Most reqſonable therefore is it, 
(fnce they have been ſo much cried up, ond | 
there appears ſuch a Diſpoſition to revive them) 
that the Publick ſhould be reminded ſomewhat 
more particularly than it has been, what theſe 


+ See a late excellent Vindication of the Government, Doctrine, 
and Worſhip, 1 e the Church of England, in the Reign of ©. Eliza- 
| beth, agai the injurious Reflections 7 Mr. Neal in (the Firſt 


Volume of 15 his Hiſtory 7 the Puritans, 
laudabe 


* > 7 N 44 4 * 
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laadable Attempts f bar R. ; mers ended in. 
A of of \rhe N 6 5 50 1 State, 4 
andthe almiſt"to awe Nell. 
gion along ay _ it, 

what 'a' 


% factio FU) 
be mat fag 
Tam at a Loſs 1 
cnuince uu. 0 i 140! e 

For phat remains, 1 1 gel. ruſt 12471 Rea. 
daun 3 ber- 5 whe Dif a 


— e - ha will i 
ander , working wirb uch Materials "as" 'xhe 
Rubbiſh of thoſe Timer woidd Men. "Tho. 
End” of theſe Paper Ii not jo much er- 
tain 4 ro profit; and F ball Phi. TRY Fall 
enfwered, if they ſhall contribute to awaken 
Men to. ſuch a Meaſure ef, Atte 
gard as is juſty — to this im 
that the natural Effect of unte al 
Eſtabliſhment is Anarchy and Confufion; and 


the Effect of nee ; 1 and A- 
Wee. I — „ ; ** 25 230) 
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_ 8 the — Rep eſentativh is 
drawn up with a Deſign to engage 
WH ſcrious and well meaning Perſons 
boa ſteady Adherence to our hap- 
ry Conſtitution in Church and 
Wo the Subverſion of which 
was ſo fatal to Reli 1. that it 
ſcares leſt any Remains of it amongſt us; it may 
not be improper to look a little backward into the 
State of Things before this calamitous Event, 
and to enquĩre briefly, who were the firſt, if not 
immediate,” Authors of it, and by what Steps and 
Methods it was at laſt accompliſhed. By this 
means we ſhall be the more able to detect the Arti- 
fices of Deceivers, and to keep at a Diſtance from 
ſuch Meaſures, as have been 1 5 by ſad Expe- 
rience, to be deſtructive of the ublick \ elfare, in 
the moſt important Article of It. 

If it ſhall appear upon this Enquiry,” that the 
original Source of all thoſe ſpiritual Evils which 
the Nation then groaned under, was the reſtleſs 
Spirit of the Puritanical or Nonconforming Party, 
who from the firſt Eſtabliſhment of the Church of 


7h, Was were never quiet till they had effected the 


B | Deſtruction 


5 oth 4 y g | © Y 
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| vit OR F were, a Wien f f en 
Wl how much Miſchief they 1 
"es - ſelves ang the Soon | 


: be ins: * cher Reformation was | 


ſcar (Fe. to a Settlement, when, upon the Ae⸗ 
ceſſion « of, Queen Mary, Popery revind, 
fiery: 1 Perſecution an to rage. : wy 
. many of the Reformers ide out 22 
Wh into a voluntary Exile, and wer entertained: | 
15 e : Proteſtant States bs rermanyg 'Seoitzzriand 4. 
d Geneva, with great Hu anit ; TE 
dan unhap y Difference fell out amongſt et 
At « them at Fronckfort about the Manner gf their 
in « pu ublick Worſhi ome who had uſd the Eu- 
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_« 2p Liturgy before, and did afterwards comply 
cc « Sigh it ben in England, Where: it had. Authori- 
= | 7 ifgen the Law, yet though ty that, being in 
14 1 oreign Parts, they ſhould rather accommodate 
| « their Worſhip, to thoſe among whom they 
44 lived, — Others chough, ch 43 when. thoſe in 
England, who had compiled their Liturgy, were 
& now confirming A oh they had done with their 
<« Blood, and. many were . ſuffering for it, it 
&« yas an high Contempt of them and their, Suff. 
e ferings to depart, from it, —— This Difſenfion 
6 AG once raiſed Ven further than: perhaps Was 
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nded., -— Gfeat Debates atoſe, ined 
„many Pipers were write on both Sides; to the 
« Grief bf their Friends fn Eigland, and to the 
« Seandabof Stru S, WHO were not a little of- 
«'fendet}to/ſee a 'Compiany of People fly out of 


« their Country for their Conlciences, and inſtead 


4 off ing their Time in Faſting and Prayer 
« for their perſecuted Brethrem it homie, to fall 
« into ſueh Quarrels, about Matters which them - 
* ſelves acknowledged were not the Subſtantials 


56 of Religion, ner Points of Conſcience. In 


7 
5 parted- frem that Way of Worſhip which they 


ce ac k 


' began the Breitth, Who de- 
ed was both lawful and good: But 


«. there flowed toe much Animoſity on both 


Sides 9 te, Seeds of all thoſe Diffe- 
| << fences ch it have fince diſt 
3. . 


acted this Church.” 
tes returned home 1585 
Eſtzubeid's Aeceſſion to the Crown, and the 
Reſoratton of the reformed Religion accor ling to 
King Bderardis Standard, but ſuch of them as had 
been pfeſudiced in favour, of the Geneva Model 
while abroad, (having unhappily brought their 
Prejudices along with - Bia now greatly heightned 


by their mutual Conteſts) not only refuſed to com- 
py with the eſtabliſned Service of the Church, 


with great Bitterneſs and Licence inveighed 
and exclfimed- aga inſt it as popiſh and 2 5 
_ In this their Oppoſition to the Eſtabliſh- 

ment} they were countenaneed and ſupported by 
wo Sorts of Perſons. On the one Hand by the 
Papiſts, who always find their Account in the 
Diviſion” of Proteſtants; on the other hand by 


ſome avaritious great Men, who had their Eyes 


upon the Revenues of the Church, and how for- 
ward ſoever in patronizing the Attempts of the 
Puritans againſt it, were not ſo much ſollicitous 


about altering the 1 as eager w engroſs 
B 2 the 


= 


iv INTRODUCTION. 
the Wealth of it. Finding themſelves thus en- 
couraged by Men of. Power and Intereſt; without 
etrating into the true Grounds and Motives of 
it, and that their Numbers were enereaſrd not only 
among the Populace,, but thoſe, of better Rank, * 
into whoſe Favour they had inſinuated themſelves "7 
by their Zeal againſt Popery, and hy an uncẽom- 
mon Appearance of Strictneis and Severitylin their 42 
Manners, they began to declare themſelves more | 
Chang ptorily, and diſcover, - that it was not a 
hange of a few Ceremonies that they aimed at, 
| bur 5 entire. Subverſion of the eccleſiaſtical Go- 
yernment.z, that they were nat to he ſatisfied with 4 
a Liberty to worſhip Gow: themſelves in the Way BY 
that; they hou ht beſt, unleſ$. they could objrude 
their own. la orm upon. the whole Vation; eſta- 5 
bliſhing i it under ſevere. Penalties, and aboliſhing 
every other Manner of Worſhip. .. Nay more, chat 
when. they had ſettled. the Church upon the repub- 
Jican Balis, the State alſo was, to be, reduced to '} 
the fame Form, and Monarchy itſelf overthroy n Xx 
in order to accommodate the civil to the eccleſia- - 
ſtical Government, which had, as they alledged, 
the higheſt Authority, being of int Af paint 
To this Purpoſe they importuned. the. Parlia- B 
ment with repeated Supplicgtions and Admoni- 
tions, highly magnifying their own Diſcipline, and 
full of Calumnjes . the eſtabliſned Govern- 
ment of the Church, which they publickly print - 
d and 1 over the Kingdom to inflame the 
P t finding theſe Methods ineffectual, 
and that the Queen was fixed in her Reſolution 9 
. 2 ſupport 1 the Eſtabliſhment, they proceeded, gt.. 
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For the Reader's more particular Satisfaction in this and — 
—_ follovvs, I refer him to the abovementioned Vindication, J 
where he will find the be of it ; confirmed by untex- 
ehe e Evidence, „ eee te 4750 
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laſt to downright Menaces; reſolving to introduce 


by Clamour and Violence, what they could not 
recommend by Submiſſion and Intreaties. * And 
never ſure (faith Camden) did contumacious Impu- 


dence and contumelious Malepertneſs againſt acclefiaſti- 
cal Magiſtrates advance itſelf more .inſolently. Tis 


difficult:to find Expreſſions equally abuſive, but 
abſolutely impoſſible to uſe any Words more viru- 


| lent than what were continually employed againſt 
_ the:Biſhops and Clergy. Jeſuits, Turks, Heathens 


could not be loaded with more opprobrious Names. 
Nor were theſe the only Perſons, who were treat- 
ed in this rude and infolent Manner. The Parlia- 


ment, the Council, the Judges, the whole Magi- 
ſtracy of the Realm, nay the Queen herſelf came 


in for a Share of it. f And aubilſt ſome of them by 


theſe Calumniations made way for their ſaid Diſcipline, 


others began to-exerciſe the ſame in Corners, and in 
Contempt of the Authority of the Laws, 10 form them- 
ſelves: into C qa and S Jnods, and to Inſtitute 


Ann, AKT 


The Queen ha. had ow ſeveral Years ſhewn 
great Lenity and Indulgence to them, began at 
laſt to think it high time to repreſs their Inſolence, 
and to provide for the publick Safety by diminiſh- 


ing that Liberty which they ſo much abuſed. Hi- 


therto their Non · conformity had been connived at; 
and though they had not a formal Tweration, which 
they were neither willing to accept of themſelves, 
nor grant to others, yet they had what was much 


more conſiderable, all the Benefits of an Eſtabliſpb- 


ment. Great Numbers of them had been ſuffered to 
keep their Preferments in the Church, when they 
had not only neglected to comply with the legal con 


ditions of hen holding them, but had publickly 


eee their diflikeot 1 its Wann and N 
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the heavy Charge of Cruelty; Perſecution: and 


„ INTO DUCTION. 
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ly avowed. their Deſign to overthrow: it. But when 
from Supplications and Admonitions they proceeds 
ed to * and Violence, from Diſcontent to 
Sedition, when they took upon them to declare, 
that the Conſent of the Government was no le 

to be waited for, but their Scheme to be eſtabliſhed 
in Contempt and Defiance of it, it was neceſſary 
to ſecure the. Conſtitution againſt ſuch. outragious 
Attempts, by requiring a ſtricter Conformity, and 


inflicting upon ſome: of the moſt turbulent and dari 


geraus of them exemplary. Puniſhme nt: 


From this truę State of tbe Cuſe it plainly ap- 
pears, that the, Treatment which the Puritans mer 


with in the latter part of this Reign, ſo diffarenm 
from that Fenderneſs and Indulgente, which had 


been _ſhewn. them in the Beginning of it, was en. 
tirely owing. to their own ill Conduſi : And) that 


* 


preſſion of tender Conſciences, which has of lale 
been brought againſt « 
ſhops, was no more than a ſeaſonable and necefſa. 
ry Execution of the Laws enacted en eke. 
ſer vation of the Eſtabliſnment, drawn'upoh them 
ſelves, even contrary to the Inclinarion of the 
Government, by their on factious and: feditions | 
Practices. They waited. it ſeerns with 1 


they could wait ho longer; being; di difippoinced of - 
rheir Expectations, and nat. gra if ei | | 


their Deſires)» chey quarreliccd wich their Supe: 


riours, and. ſuffered 8 I perſuade 
myſelf that every true Proteſtaut with Pleaſure 
reflects upon, and ſincerely wiſnies the Continuance 
of that. good Underſtanding, which hach ſo long 
ſubſiſted between the Church * England and the 

Diſſenters; but if any ching ſhould: hereafter in- 
verrupt or put an End to it, add what has for- 
merly happened, ſhould ever prove to be the Caſe 


again, *tis caſy to foreſee where the Fault * he, 


and 


Elizabeth and her Bi- 


1 
8 
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and.upon whom the ill Effects of fuck a Breach” 
* juſtly chargeable. - But to proceed 
This rigorous - Treatment gave ſome check to 
their intemperate Zeal, ſo that during the latter 
Part of this Reign they did not appear fo bold and 
infolent-in publict, though they-ſtil} applied them- 
ſelves ſecretly to the — on of their Diſcipline, 
with great Diligence and Activity. Upon the 
Acceſſion of King James, who had been educated 
in their Fririplers „they promiſed themſelves 
greater ement, and accordingly made 
early Applications for his Favour. To this end, 
while” be was in his Progreſs to London, he was 
preſented withi ſeveral Fetitions for Reformation 
of certain Ceremònies and Abuſes in the Church. 
The King ſo far condeſcended to the Petitioners, 
aa d appoint a Conference to be held between both 
Panties, before himſelf and Couneil, that he might 
bei better informed of the State of che Church, 
and whether there were ſuch Enormities in it as 
they complained of. The Iſſue of the Conference 
was, that tits Majeſty was more fixed than ever 
in his Reſolution to ' preferve the eccleſiaſtical 
State, as he found it eſtabliſhed by Law; being 
fully convinced of the Frivolouſneſs of their Ob- 
jections againſt it, and finding that, under colour 
of rectifymg what was amiſs im it, they were aim- 
ng. at a, Scots \\Prefb3tery, of whoſe Infolence and 
il! Uſage he had too much Experience, both du- 
ring his —— nd after he came at Age, to 
bow willing — a ſecond Time under the 
like Subje Stow - But how well affected ſoever King 
James — to the eſtabliſned Church, he fell much 
ſhort of his glorious Predeceſſor in the Steadineſs 
and Vigour of his Adminiſtration, * Of which the 
Puritans taking Advantage, and being not only 
conhived at, — encouraged by ſome, from whoſe 
* * Jacen in the Church à different Conduct 
e * 
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vii INTRODUCTION. 
might have. been expected, their Number was 
greatly increaſed, and being joined by the popular 
and diſcontented Party (who were as troubleſome 
to the State, as the others were to the Church, 
and whom ſome have thought fit for that Reaſon 
to diſtinguiſh by the Name of State "Puritans ) = 


began to renew, their Attacks with great Openneſs 
and: Licence; and by continually infuſing into the 


Minds of the People the Fears of Popery and ar- 


bitrary Government, which they perſuaded them 
that the Biſhops and the Court had a Deſign to in- 
troduce, they laid the Foundation of the Diftur- 


bances that followed, and ſowed moſt of the Seeds 


of Diſcontent and Uneaſineſs, which afterwards 
grew up and proſpered to a an Harveſt of Trea- 
ſon and Rebellion. 

King Charles the Firſt ad no beer pinion 
of the Puritans than his Father had. As he was 
himſelf the moſt punctual Obſerver of Decency in 
his Devotion, and believed in his Soul the — | 
of England to be inſtituted neareſt to the Practice 


of the Apoſtles, and the beſt for the Propagation 


and Advancement of the Chriſtian Religion of any 
Church in the World, he could not but have 4 
Diflike and Prejudice to ſuch of his Subjects as 
were the profeſſed Enemies of it, and whoſe chief 
Quarrel againſt it was upon the Account of thoſe 
innocent and decent Ceremonies which he himſelf 
ws? 7 pr owes 5 r befides this, we are 
told that he always looked upon them as a g 
dangerous and ſeditious People, tho would, 5 | 
Pretence of Canſcience, which kept them from ſab-' 

mitting to the pound, Juriſdiction, take the firſt 
Opportunity, they could find or make, to with- 
draw. themſelves from their temporal Subjection. 
No wonder then if he was s deſirous to. We this 

5 e cim, vol. I. Pag. 31. EY IE 

Temper 


i INTRODUCTION. 15 
Temper and Diſpoſition watched and provided a- 
gainſt with the utmoſt Vigilance: But how pri- 
vately ſoever it lurked in. the Beginning of this 
Reign, it ſhewed it ſelf, with great. Openneſs and 
Violence towaride the End of it. I ſhall not de- 
ſcend to Particulars ſo well known; nor take up- 
on me to trace out the falſe Steps on either Side; 
that produced that fatal Miſunderſtanding between 
the King and his People, which was induſtriouſly 
fomented by Men of ill Deſigns, till it broke out 


at laſt into an unnatural War: Tis ſufficient to 


obſerve. with - Regard to, the Church, that the 
Ruin of it began every Day to be more and more 
apparent, in the Symptoms and Forerunners of itz 
being haſtened on by the very Means that were 
intended for the Preſervation and Support of it. 
The Outery of Popery was much heightened by 
the Correction of ſome Diſorders which had crept 
into the publick Worſhip, and by the Reinforcing 
A with ſome Rigour thoſe eſtabliſhed Rites, which 
either through Wilfulneſs or Weakneſs. had been 
intermitted and diſcontinued. The Revival of 
ſome Practices, that had formerly obtained in the 
Church upon the Foot of Cuſtorh and Antiquity, 
after long Diſuſe, how acceptable ſoever to grave 
and intelligent Perſons, who loved Order. and De- 
cency, was eaſily made a Handle to perſuade the 
Vulgar, that greater Alterations were intended; 
and under the popular Charge of Innovation, ma- 
ny were ſuſpected as Enemies to the Proteſtant 
Religion; who had ſhewed themſelves the moſt 
ſtrenuous and able Defenders of it. The Growth 
of Arminianiſiu, which was looked upon as dangerous 
as Popery it ſelf, becauſe oppoſite to the Calviniſ- 
tick Scheme, ſtill heightened the Alarm. Many 
ſcandalous Libels were printed, and with all poſſible 
and Seurrility againſt the Biſhops, and of Maliee 
Cn C | = 


Licence publiſhed and diſperſed, full of Bitterneſs 


. T oo — — — 


x INTRODUCTION, 
and Venom againſt the EccleſiaſticaliConfſtitatiori'y 
whilſt the Severities/ exerciſed upon ſome of the 
moſt ' notorious Offenders this Way, ſerved but 
to inflame them the more, and to imiprove tke 
Prejudices of the inferior Sort againſt the Biſhops 
and their Order, for ſo cruelly. Per ſacuting ſuch 
Godly Men. And laſtly, great | Encouragement 
was given, by the Parliament it ſelf; to Petitions, 
not only againſt ſuch of the Biſhops and Clergy as 
were moſt remarkable for. their Conformity, but 
apainft the Government and Worſhip ' of the 
Church, which the bafeſt of the People were now 
ſaffered, if not invited, to cry down as Antichri- 
ſtian and — in the mot riotous and 
3 Manner. 5119711 
By theſe and the like extizordimiry bes dene, 
at a Juncture and under Circumſtances the moſt 
favourable to their Deſigns, and after a wonderful 
Series of unexpected Events, the Enemies of the 
Church having got the Power into their Hands 
which they had long been aiming at, they made 
Uſſe of it, by gradual Advances, - firſt to deprive 
the Biſhops of their fpiritual Juriſdiction, and then 
af their ſecular Dignity ;; afterwards to aboliſſi the 
hook of Common Prayer, forbidding the Uſe of ß 
5 it under ſevere Penalties; and laſtly to 2 3 
4 Epiſcopacy Root and Branch, taking away, b 
14 Ordinance of Parliament, the Names, Files, and 
Offices of Archbiſpops, Biſhops, Deans, and Chap- 
ters, &c. and por ur the Sale of their Lands for 
mo punt of we Publick Debts. 5 
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81 3 ©: r. 1. "General, {Complaints of Dijorder 
5 40 Ul hp ee in the Church. | 

, gs HE N the nights! of thi Eccle- 
5 ſiaſtical Conſtitution had thus ſuc- 
ceeded in their Deſign of ſubverting 
it, and the great Obſtacle to Refor- 
mation, Prelacy, was at laſt re- 
moved, it might have been hoped, 


that an Alteration of this Importance, purchaſcd at 
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„ 
the Expence of ſo much Blood and Treaſure, would 
have contributed ſomething at leaſt, of what was ſo 
much promiſed and expected from it, to the Ad- 
vancement of Chriſt's Kingdom, and Obeꝗiencę to 
the Goſpel. This was indeed the plauſihle Pretence 

ngaged great Numbersof well meaning People | 
to attempt and puſh forward a Change in the 
Worſhip and Govefnttient of the Church : But it 


quickly appeared, after that Change was effected, 


how much they had beef deceived in their Judg- 
ment both of Men and Things; that mahy of 
the moſt zealous Promoters of the pretended Re- 
formation had nothing leſs at Heart, than the In- 


 Lereſt of Religion; and that, whatever might be the 


Intentions of the reſt, who were better diſpoſed, 
yet the Meaſures they took by removing Foun- 
dations, and unſetling the Eſtabliſnment, were 
ſo far from being ſerviceable to Religion in the 
Event, that nothing could be mere fatal to or de- 

It is not to be ſuppoſed, that the miſchievous 
Effects of this Alteration diſcovered themſelves all 
at once, and in an equal Degree. As the Subver- 
ſion of the Eſtabliſhment was gradual, ſo were 
the Evils it produced. Religion firſt fuffered in 
the Externals and Circumſtantials of it, and af- 


terwards in its vital and eſſential Parts; the Beau- 


ty of it was firſt defaced by ſcandalous Irreverence 
in God's Worſhip, and horrible Profanation of 
his Temples, and then the Unity and Purity of it 
deſtroyed by Sects and Schiſms, by Corruptneſs of 


Doctrine and Licentiouſneſs of Manners. Thefe 


Complaints have been repreſented as very much 


_ exaggerated by the Friends of the Church and 
Monarchy, and ſome Queſtion made of the Truth 


of them. If we may give Credit to the Petition 
* from Canterbury (faith a late Writer T) Things 
1 Hiſt. Purit. Vol. II. p. 492. ; £ 

5 45 were 


[13]. 
of were every Whats: in great Confuſion ; 3 forit 
„ fays, that the Religion and Government by 
Law eftabliſhed-has been of late moſt miſerably 


0 


.*% 6 


« jn Part defaced; the Miniſters of Chriſt are 
c contemned and deſpiſed ed; the Ornaments and 
e many Utenſils of the Church are abuſed; the 


„ Liturgy and Book of Common Prayer depraved 


«and neglected; that abſolute Model of Prayer 


© the Lord's Prayer vilified; the Sacraments of 


ce the Goſpel in ſome Places rudely adminiſtred, 
e in other Places omitted; ſolemn Days of Faſt- 
ing obſerved and appointed by private Perſons; 
81 Mg illegally ſolemnized ; Burials uncha- 
«© ritably performed; and the very Fundamentals 


* Religion fubverted by the Publication of a 


new Creed, and teaching the Abrogation of the 
« moral Law. It would not be difficult to 
confirm the greateſt Part of this Account from 
the Words of this Author himſelf, in other Parts 
of his Book, who, if he pleaſes, may call it on- 
1 practiſing with ſome Latitude in Points of Cere- 


mony and Forms of Worſhip. Such was the 


$ Spirit of the Populace, ( fays he) that it was 
« difficult to prevent their outrunning Authority, 
and tearing down, in a tumultuous Manner, 
what they were told was illegally ſet up. At 
St. Saviours Southwark, the Mob pulled down 


„ the Rails at the Communion Table. At Hal. 
44 fed in Eſſex _ tore the Surplice, and abuſed 


the Service-Book ; nay, when the Houſe of 
„ Commons was aſſembled at St. Margarets Weſt- 
* minſter, as the Prieſt was beginning the ſecond 
te Service at the Communion Table, ſome at the 


790 er End of the Church 2 a Pſalm, which 


+ Hiſt, Purit. Vol. II. p 390. 
<6 was 


diſtracted by ill. affected Perſons, by whoſe 
Means the Houſes of God are profaned, and | 
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ch T0 es againſt: the Hah © ey. 

43 19055 they could hardly. ole according to;the 


6 late In * ans without be ing affronted, Ob. 
« walk t de in 3 Habe wichonr, be- 
* ing 1 9 1 as Fopiſn Prieſts, Ceſar's 
« Frienc Or: A bete of.. che Liturgy 


$ began to fink TT an d thoſe M Hiniſters who, prayed 


« in Words of their own Conception ug Rad 
1 5 crowded and et . While ie 0 mi 
66 


«4 .? 


dhe bg ee That from a very 1 Averlian 
<« to Arminianiſm, theſe Divines unhappily made 
% Way for Antinomianiſ/m, verging from one Ex- 
te treme towards another, till at length ſome of 
« the weaker Sort. were loſt: in the wil Mazes 
50 of Enthuſiaſtick Dreams and Viſions; and 
e thers from falſe Principles pretended. to 11110 
< the hidden. Works of Diſtoneſty. But, whatever 
Pep tition from Canterbury may 
thought to deſerve, or any other Petitions of te 
55 Nature which were about the ſame Time 
reſented , it will appear from une xceptionable 
R236 kg of thoſe very Men, who had the great- 
eſt Hand in bringing upon the Kingdom the Con- 


fuſion that enſued, that Things were too bad to 


ſtand in Need of being a gravated; and that the | 
State of Religion, even rom the Mouths of the 


orable, 


* Hitt. Purie. TY bz 391 . 


| Hark. t ce, was e welt e de- 
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TH 1E crit 0 arg Keetighs pferd if 
places conſecrated to God's Service, Was the 
Jfift Effect of tlie Votes and! Ortinaheds of "the 
Parliament for \abbliſKins all Remaifiders of Po- 

ry and SupefRiti ion. In all Which they would 
have their Creatures ündefſtand thbre (Hai Was 
gy | "ard \ Fhich their own Emiſſaries knew 

very well "how to interpret and enlarge upon to 
the full Intention of the Authors. Of this irreli- 
gious Rudeneſs, or rather impious Frenzy and 
Madnefs, the Cathedral Churthts were the great- 


' eſt Objet Tk "bet4iſe't then! the” primitive Order 


and ey were beſt Preserve. And *tis al- 
moſt alta ng to think, to what Height of Im- 
iety the ſclliſmatical Fury 'of thoſe Times tran- 
ported Men; 1 In tlie metropolitical Church of 
anterbury the Soldiers not only” overthrew the 
Commun jon Tuble, broke down the Org ns, Rails 
and Sears; tore in Pieces the Service Books and 
Books of Common Prayef, but treated the Effi- 
dies of our Hleſſed Lord | MaſelF vith the” utmoſt 
rutality; ing 10 leſs than forty Shot a- 


ae Statue” of him upon the Frontiſpiece of 


auth. Gare, "and" fabbing, and ripping* up the Fi- 
gures of Hit in the "Anas Hanging of the Quire, 
Wheel His Story! was: ' repreſe ted: Nay, they 
threatenied the Ruin of the whole Fabrick, if. trme- 
ty Relief tad Hor" interppſed, After the fame out- 
Fagious" Matiner "were treated the Cathedrals of 
Wort, Hiutoln, Liabfeld, Saliſpury, Pererbo- 
5 TT ' Glbjizeſter, &c. The Commanders gene- 


4 


= Fad. Mercurius Ruſticus, or he Country 8 Complaint, Cc. 
* 11 A * 
rally 


rally executing the covetous Part of Sacrilege; 
ſeizing upon the Veſtments, Ornaments, and Com? 
munion Plate; and leaving the deſtructive and 
ſpoiling Part of it to be finiſned by the common 
Soldiers. So that whatever was of any Value and 
portable, was: carried away; what, was not, was 
defaced and deſtroyed. Nor could they, when 
the Robes and Plate belonging to Weſtminſter were 
ſold, be perſuaded to leave one ſilver Cup to be 
uſed at the Communion ; ſome affirming, after an 
unheard of Manner, that a wooden Di/þ would ſerve 
the Turn. Nay, to that abominable.Pitch of Pro- 
faneneſs were they arrived, that, the Soldiers would 
drink and ſmoak about the Communion: Table, 
and be guilty of ſuch horrible Pollutions of the 
moſt ſacred Places as Modefty and Decency forbid ' 
to name. In fome Churches they watered their 
Horſes at the Font; And of Sudiy Church in 
«© particular (ſays my Author) one Part was con- 
<« verted into a Stable, while the other was no 
<« better than a Shambles; the Pulpit being made 
<« the chief Stall where the Meat was hung up, 
«© and the Communion Table ſerving; for a Board 
ie to joynt upon. At Wincheſter-after they had” 
ranſacked the Cathedral, violated: the . Urns of 
the dead, and ſcattered the Aſhes of deceaſed Mo- 
narchs, Biſhops, Saints and Confeſſors, they re- 
turned in Triumph, the Troopers riding through 
the Streets in Surplices, and with impious Mirth 
diverting themſelves at the Spoils of their Sacri- 
lege. And thus under the Notion of diſcounte- 
nancing Superſtition, and taking away every 
Thing that miniſtred to it, the Beauty and Mag- 
nificence of God's Houſes were defaced, the come- 
ly and decent Ornaments of his Service were de- 
ſtroyed, and the Places ſolemnly dedicated to his 
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W 1 
| Worthip not only profaned by common Uſe, but 
violated and N with moſt horrid abomina- 
| tions. | | 


Sec r. m. Hardhinh 6 Fr Ord ” boat 
and orthodox Miniſters. "bd 


T H A T ſo little Reverence and Rigard Was 
ſhewn to the Places conſecrated ro God's Service 
will be leſs ſurpriſing, when 'tis remembred, 
how inhumanely the facred Function it ſelf was 
treated in the Perſons of thoſe devoted to it; and 
that great Numbers of the Clergy, without any 
other Charge brought againſt them, than that ö 
Loyalty'to their Sovereign, and Fidelity to the 
Church of England, were ejected, plundered, im- 
priſoned and almoſt every Way harraſſed and un 
done. Many were put under Confinement in 
Lambeth-, Wincheſter-, Ely-, and moſt of the Bi- 
ſhops Houſes about London; and for want of 
Room about twenty were impriſoned on Board of 
Ships in the Thames, and ſhut down under Decks, 
no Friend- being ſuffered to come to them, And 
in the Years 1642 and 1643 about an hundred and 
ten of the London Clergy were turned out of their 
Livings, and as many more fled to avoid Impriſon- 
ment. From theſe Barbarities in London ſome 
Conjefture may be made of the Greatneſs of the 
Calamity in the reſt of the Kingdom. gut it 
% ought to be remembered, (faith a late Wri- 
ter |) that none were turned out or impri- 
«© ſoned for their adhering to the Doctrine or 
« Diſcipline of the Church of England, till after 
« the Impoſing of the Scots Covenant, but for 
c W n falſe * aer Reſidence, or 
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_ * Walker's Sufferings of the e part Il. pag. 180. 
Hiſt. Pur, Val. III. pag. 24. "_ Ibid. Vol. II. Pag. 25. 


40 for 


GT CIS 
2 — — aan. 7 — py l 


Rag Gi 4+ * 
3 Lt 


th 


* 
— — _— 


"—_ <..d ate" 
a 


2 


A+. Je * 
e 


—— 
— 
a 


[- 18. 1 
« for taking Part with the King againſt the Par- 
6c liament. As to the Charge of Immorality, 
though it ſhould be 21-4 that ſome of the 
Clergy had given juſt Offence by the Irregularity 
and Vitiouſneſs of their Lives, yet when 'tis con- 
ſidered, what Encouragement was given to the 
meaneſt and moſt infamous Perſons to complain 
of their Miniſters; that the Witneſſes were ſel- 
dom upon Oath, but that bare Affirmation went 
for Evidence; that they were generally Perſons 
notoriouſly factious and ſchiſmatical, and avowed 
Enemies to the Hierarchy and the F riends of it; 
we ſhall be apt in Charity to conclude, that nei- 
ther was the Number of Offenders ſo great, nor 
their Offences ſo heinous as ſome have een 
them. There is till leſs Weight to be laid up- 
on the Charge of falſe Dectrine, of which — ol 
cuſers were not competent Judges, nor were the 
Accuſed -allowed the Privilege they claimed, as 
Clergymen and as Scholars to debate the Truth 
of it. By Nonreſidence and taking Part with the 
| King againſt. the Parliament, I ſuppoſe we are to 
underſtand the Crimes of thoſe who having, for 
their Adherence to and Activity in the Royal Cauſe, 
been obliged to quit their Cures, had either put 
themſelves into his Majeſty's Service, or retired 
to Plates under his Protection. But theſe, tho 
they might be Crimes in the Eye of the Farlia- 
ment, will ſcarcely be looked upon as ſuch in the 
Jucgment of unprejudiced Men, whilſt there is 
any "Difference between Loyalty and Rebellion, 
between a dutiful Submiſſion to lawfal Authority, 
and a factious Contempt and Reſiſtance of it. We 
may conclude therefore, that of the great Num- 
ber of the conforming Clergy, who ſo ſeverely 
ſmarted under the Perſecution of thoſe Times, 
there were very few in Compariſon who were Suf- 
ferers upon any other. Account, than that of a 
„ '* zealous 


(29 þ RE 
zealous and inviolable Attachment to the Church 
and Monarchy , both which they were-under all 
the Obligations of Conſcience and Duty to ſupport. 
and defend to the utmoſt of their Abilities. '* Mr, 
Neal himſelf owns, with Regard to the Country 
Committees, that far the greateſt Pari, if not all, 
were caſt out for Malignity, and laments that 
' ſeveral pious and good Biſhops and other Clergy- 
men, who withdrew. from the World, and were 
defirous to live peaceably without joining either 
Side, ſuffered afterwards in Common with the reſt 


ing ſequeſtered, their Houſes and Goods very of- 
ten plundered by ungovernable Soldiers, and them- 
ſelves reduced to live upon the Fifths, or a ſmall 
Penſion from the Parliament; either becauſe they 
could not take the Covenant, or comply with the 
new Directory for the Publick Worſhi p. 
As to the Number of the ſuffering Clergy, tis 
difficult exactly to determine it. Tis computed, 
by ſome at about two thouſand four hundred; 
others make it leſs. The Enquiry is not very ma- 
terial; any mote than is the Compariſon that has 
been made with. it of the Number of ejected Mini- 
ſters at the Reſtoration: Since there is certainly a 
great Difference between the Hardſhips of Men 
üillegally deprived of their Rights, and of Intru- 
ders, who after ſome Tears of Uſurpation, were 
XZ obliged to make Room again for the lawful In- 
3 Upon the whole it has been obſerved, Þ that 
chere were more turned out of their Livings by 
the Preſbyterians in three Years, then were de- 
prived by the Papiſts in Queen Mary's Reign, or 
had been ſilenced, ſuſpended, or deprived by all. 
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J..“ Hiſt. Purit. Vol. III. pag. 29. + Collier's Eccl, Hiſt. 
1 Vol. II. pag. 829. a „ Fl - 
' D 2 the 


* 1 
1 
25 


1 20 
the. Biſbops from the wh of 27 Elizkboth- to the 
Time Vea upon. 


80 Te IV. sup. of the Univerſiti. 


WI ILST we. are taking a View of Reli- 
gion as ; ſuffering in the Perſons, of - thoſe who 
were peculiarly devoted to the Service of it, we 
cannot forget the barbarous Freatment of the two 
famous Untwerſities. In the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, (to ſay nothing of Plunders, Impriſon- 
ments, and perſonal Outrages,) in two Tears 
Time, twelve Maſters of Colleges and Halls, and 
near two. hundred Graduates and Fellows, beſides 
inferior Scholars, were ejected and expelled, ſome 
for not appearing, the reſt for refuſing the Cove- 
zant, and the + Qath of Diſcovery, without any 
one Accuſation brought, much leſs proved againſt 
them, when they appeared upon their Summons. 
In Q. ford. ,no Teſs than nineteen Heads: of Houſes 
and Profeſſors of Sciences were expelled at once by 4 
the. pretended Viſitors, and afterwards an hundred 
and 1 ſeven Perſons more, who were com- 
manded. alſo to depart the Ton, upon Pain of 
being put to Death as Spies, for their Contempt 
of = Authority of Parliament, After this they 
went on, but by leſſer Numbers, and upon ſevera! 

retences, to make a thorou gh Reformation; tho! 
It as remarkable: chat? * during the whole F Arx of 


＋ be Oath. of Diſ obliged them to fo m inſt 7 

their Friends, "Tutors, and Tae ag betray 1 arm. ag of 

Their Societies: for Which Reaſon, and becauſe it was contra- 

2 to — ee _ (iz. Non rovelabls aliquod ſecretum — b | 

damnun inferes cuilibet ſoriorum) it was univer: 

| fall yet, S Eccl. Hiſt. Vol. IT. pag. 85 3. The Au- 4 

chör ôf Nerela Cantabrictenſss Tpeaks of the Impofition of this iſ 
Nath as a Fact well known ; but Mr. Neal, after Fuller, ſcems I 

oftion vwhethey any ſuch Oath was enforced, 4 

* Reformation reformed, Feb 30. 15 
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[21] 
this Viſitation no man was ejected for any Thing 
but his Loyalty, and for not daring to violate his 


Oaths of Allegiance to his Prince, his Oaths to 
the Univerſity, and to his local Statutes; and that 


thoſe very Gentlemen who puniſhed this their 
Conſideration of their Duty, were every one of 
them obliged by the ſame Oaths. 

That the Effects of this wild and barbarous De- 
population (as Lord Clarendon calls it) were not ſo 


fatal to Religion and Learning as might have 


reaſonably been concluded, was a fignal In- 
ſtance of God's wonderful Provideice and Care o- 
ver his Church; but the Hardſhips of thoſe who 
thus ſuffered for their Duty, were ſtill the ſame. 
Though *tis acknowledged, that many of their 
Succeſſors, who were wickedly introduced, applied 
themſelves to the Study of good Learni ng andthe 
Practice of Virtue, and had Inclinations to that 
Duty and Obedience they had never been taught; 
yet whateyer Amends this might make to the Pub- 
lick, we cannot at the ſame Time, without a Mix- 
ture of Indignation and Pity, look back upon the 


cruel Uſage of ſo many excellent and worthy Per- 


ſons, reduced to the loweſt Circumſtance of Di- 
ſtreſs and Want, only for their exemplary Cou- 


__ in the An en * a = CO 


8181. v. Failures and Abuſe in the Pub- 


_ tick Worſhip, ce i in the . 
in the . 


N EXT to As Predict of the Houſes of 
God. and the Outrages and Oppreſſions of his 
Miniſters (of whom many were + affronted and 


allaulted even whilſt they were Ning the 


| + Vi. Nelſon Vol. I. pag. $70. 
ficred: 


[ 22 ] 
facred” Offices of their Function) we may take no 
tice of the lamentable Failures and Abuſes in re- 
ſpect of his publick Worſhip ;--when that excellent 
Form of it, which was eſtabliſhed by Law, was ſet 
aſide to make Room for the undigeſted Concep- 
tions, and oftimes ſenſeleſs and blaſphemous Effu- 
ſions of every bold Pretender $0: Inſpiration But 
what was molt ſhocking to all; ſober Chriſtians was 
the ſcandalous Proſtitution of Prayer and Preach- 
ing to the Purpoſes of Seditian, Treaſon and per- 
ſonal; Invective; and the ſacrilegious Invaſion of 
to the former, there are Monuments enough (ſaith 
the Lord Clarendon) in the ſeditious Sermons at 
that Time printed, and, in the Memories of Men 
of others not printed, of ſuch Wreſting and Per- 
verting of Scripture to the odious Purpoſes of the 
Preacher, that Pious Men will not look over with. 
out trembling. One takes his Text out of Mo- 
fes Words, Exod. xxxi. 29. ' Confetrate your ſelves 
19: Day to ihe: Lord, even every Man upon bis Son 
and upon bis Brother, that he may beſtow a Bleſſing 
upon you:this: Day: and from thence. excites his Au- 
ditory to the utmoſt Proſecution of thoſe, under 
what Relation ſoever of Blood, r e ee. 
Dependance, who concurred not in the Reforma- 
tion propoſed by the Parliament. Another makes 
as hold with David's Words, 1 Chron. xxii. 


* * * 


as hol With Zane Werde, n xxl. 10 
riſe therefore and be doing ; and from thence affufes 
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them that. it was not enough to wiſh well to the 
Parliament: If they brought not their Purſe, as 
well as their Prayers, and their Hands, as well as 
their Hearts, to the Aſſiſtance of it, the Duty of 
the Text was not performed. There were more 
than Mr. Mar/ball who, from Fudg. xxv. 23. 
Curſe. ye Meroz, ſaith the Angel of the Lord, curſe 
ye bitterly the Inhabitants thereof, becauſe they came 
not to the Help of the Lord, to the Help of the Lord. 
r ag ainſt 


1 23 J. 

T 24% the: Mighty, preſumed to inveigh againſt, 
— in plain Terms pronounce God's own Curſe 
againſt all thoſe who came not, with their utmoſt 
Power and Strength, to deſtroy and root out alf 
the Malignants, - who in: any Degree oppoſed the 
Parliament, There was one, who from Fer. xlvüi. 

10. Curſed: be be that keepeth. back his Sword from 
Blood, reproved thoſe who gave any 9 to the 
King's Soldier And another out of Prov. xxv. 3. 

Take away the Wicked from before the King and bis 
3 Throne "Goal be eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs ; made it 
no leſs a Caſe-of Conſcience, by Force to remove 
the evil Counſellors from the King (with bold In- 
A timation what might be done to = King himſelf, ' 

if be would not ſuffer them to be removed) tharr* 
to perform any; Chriſtian Duty. 

It would fl} Volume, ſays he, to infert all the! 
impious Madneſs of this Kind; ſo that the Com- 
plaint of the Prophet Exetieh might. moſt truly 
Rand ſeaſonably have been applied, There is a Con- 
Piracy of ber P rophets. in the Midſt thereof, like 4 
oaring Lion, ravering the Prey, they have devoured © 
q Bouls, they have taken the T reaſure and precious 
4 E bine, they have made her many Widows in the 
rid eue, And then concludes with this ſevere, 
2 put juſt Reflection „Indeed no good Chriſtian 
can without Horror think of thoſe Miniſters of 
the Church, who, by their Function, being 

Meſſengers of Peace, were the only Trumpets- 
of War, and Incendiaries to Rebellion. And” 

: if the Perſon and the Place can improve and 
aggravate the Offence, as without Doubt it 

doth both before God and Man, methinks the 
Preaching Treaſon and Rebellion out of the 

* Hulpits, ſhould be worſe than the advancing it 
in the. Marker, as much as poiſoning a Man at 

the Communion ſhould be worſe than murder- 

ing him K A Tavern.” 
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This heavy Charge upon the Puritan Clergy, : 


their great Advocate and Hiſtorian would, if poſs 
ſible, evade, by inſinuating that there is more of 


Prejudice than Truth in it. T Tis eaſy to re- 
« — (ſays he) that the noble Hiſtorian ob- 
cc ſerves no Meaſures with the Puritan Clergy when 
cc, they fall in his way. Nor were the Parliament 
. 6 
7 
cc 
than his Lordſhip. 
<. vine, that they ſtirr'd up the People to War: 
« 
& were glad the Parliament was attempting a Re- 
<« formation. 


Mr. Baxter m 


ER Lol 


and People, if we may believe Mr. Baxter, who 


ſpeak out all be knew of them, Tis well we 
have their own Papers in Judgment againſt them: 
ſuch Proofs and Declarations of their Zeal and In- 


duſtry for the promoting, ſupporting and \carry- 
ing on that bloody, impious, and unnatural War, 


as makes it utterly impoſſible to acquit them of the 
Guilt of it. For Proof whereof, and withal to 
ſhew the Modeſty of Men who will deny the moſt 


notorious Facts, I need only refer the Reader to a 


large Collection of Paſſages from their Writings, 


(> we he will find under their Hands, and from 


their own Tongues, not only à 'Confe ſion of the 


Fact, but a Yaluing themſelves upon it, even to a 
Degree of Vanity and Oſtentation, as a moſt me- 
ritorious Service: nay they ſcruple not to'acknow- # 
ledge, that the War could not ' bave * with- -Þ 


t Hiſt. Purit. Vol. II. pag. 599. 


Diſſenters Sayings, publifhed in their own Words fer the bs 


Information of the People. 


1 


Divines the chief ncendiaries between the King 


knew the Puritans of thoſe Times much better 
It is not true, fays this Di- 


there was hardly one ſuch Man in a County, 
though they diſliked the late Innovations, and 


SS this I ſhall only anſwer, that 

t poſſibly be better acquainted 
with the Puritans of "thoſe Times than the Lord 
Clarendon, and yet not think it for their Credit, to 


43 


Es 


[ 92 : 
555 9. 0 25 Au Wen 107 
po 7 Ia He will there find wel pretended peace- 
able M iniſters of the Goſpel animating, preſſing 
and irritating of the People to Commp tions. a and 
Tumults; juſtifying the Rebellion; and with an 
utrageous and inſatiaple Thirſt of Blood calling 
for Fuſtice upon Delinguents; that is, for the Op- 
preſſion. and Murder of all the loyal Party; if not 
of their ſacred Sovereign himſelf, in the moſt ſan 
uingtg and ſavage — — 345 
A few Inſtances; out of many, from * 7 — 
' mons of their moſt famous Divines before the Houſe 
of Commons, will be ſufficient to raiſe the Ab- 
horrencę of the Reader; , and ſhew. how. wretched- 
ly the Pulpit was debaſed to the great Diſgrace of 
Religion, nay of common Humanity. | 
+ It is ſomewhat a ſad thing to note, how little 
Juſtice hath, been done upon hloody,., raiterous 
Delinquents,...Enemies to, God and Man, more 
than what the Lord himſe 1 0 hath done by the Hand 
of War. It may be, that fearful Way of Execu- 
tion hath and will continue, till the more Hefira- 
ble Sword of Juſtice be drawn to purpoſe, -. in cut- 
ting off, the Incendiaries. of our Confu fions,,, the 
ſons of Belial, whom; God hath put into your 
Hands to puniſh," Harduich to the Commons, 


* 26, 1644. 5 e 8 Os. (7 & 1014 
lu He 1 is a curſed an [that Babes, ge 


this 1 is to be, done up — the enemy ap, God's 
Church,  M Marfoal' = the. Commons, Feb. 235 
1647. 2 ry Hof, 
* Be not wanting to the Execution 4 Juſtice. 
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PEST Sayings, pag. 1 Part u. . 
; | 
"7: You 
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1 
You 1 there 1 a Fi] pronounced againſt 
ki that do the Work of 8 Lord. though it 
4 Blondy Work, negligently. Strilland. 10 the 


Commons, Dec. 271 A 
F Fhere is no allying with God Hows" Much 


Delay hath" been uſed already, too much: God is 
angry, and he ſeems to aſk this once more, Will 
ſtrike? Will ye execute Judgment, or will you 
not? 'Tell me; for if you will nor, Iwill. I will 
have the Enemies Blood and yours too, if you will 
not execute Vengeance upon 'Delinguents. * Caſe to 
the Commons, 1644. P. 13. { 
1 Thoſe mine enemies which would not- that I 
ſhould reign” over them, bring hither and ſlay 
them before me: Let me fee | them executed; 
Kings, Rulers, | People, conſpiring againſt the 
Lotd: and apainſt his Chrift. - 

Do Juſtice to the Grrateſt. Sau's Sons are not | 
ſpared, no nor may Ack, nor Benhadad, though 
themſelves Kin | 

Zimri and ( OY though! Peinces of the People, 
muſt” be purſued into 1 Tents. Herle to: the | 
3 Nov. 5, 1644. 

Neither let your Eyes i are, though hers as | 
Great ones, that are guilty. The big het Court 
_— reach tlie higheſt Perſons."  Hoyrickt01 the Com- | 

mons, May 27, 1646. p. 23. 

I ſhall add one Inſtance more, ben the King 
was: a Priſoner, and his Murder in Agitation. A 
ſolemn Faſt bein appointed on this Ray: that 
they might e | their Buſineſs with greater for- 
mality, a Sermon was preached at St. Margarets 
W:ftminſter, or rather acted by that Pulpit Buffoon 
Hugh Peters, before many of the Houſe of Com- 
Ong, and a ow of the moſt zealous Lotds, - His 
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+ Diſſenters Sayings, Part I . a. . 67. 
* id. Part J. bag. 42. = + 4 nc f 
* Text 
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os 27 1 Ne re Rafe 
Text was, * N out of the pans,” «< nd 
Kings in Chains, &c. Such Honour baue all his 
Saints. + He parallel'd che. State of the King- 
con, with: the bringing the Children of Ir el out 
ian Bondage. And the better co ſhew 

90% ey ſhould be brought out of this Bondage, 
having 2 his Hands before his Eyes and laid 
his Head on the Cuſhion, from whence. after a 
while raiſing it ſuddenly up, he told them that he 
had a Revelation how to 0 it, which was by ex- 
tirpating of Monarchy both here and in all other 
places. He compared the King to Barabbas, whom 
the fooliſh Citizens would have releaſed;, and the 
Soldiers he called our Saviaurs, whom, they would 
have to be crucified. As to the Saints in the Text, 

he often called them Saint Judges, and profeſſed he 
had found upon a ſtrict Sct rutiny, that there were 
in the Army 5000 Saints, no leſs holy than thoſe 
that now converſed in Heaven with God Almigh · 
ty. Then kneeling, weeping, and lifting up his 
Hands, he begged them in the Name of the Peo- 
ple to execute Juſtice; upon that great Barabbas 
at Win 7 Ws. And Hor: Fr Benbadad e e in . 
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i S's e VI. u Army. 


THIS ſhameful Proftitarion of God's' Ordi- 
nances was not leſs remarkable in the Clergy that 
followed the Army, than in thoſe that were em- 
ployed to poiſon and infect the City; and could 
not be otherwiſe than extremely odious and offen- 
ſive to all conſiderate Men, whoſe Deſigns were not 
to be ſerved by it, or who were not implacably 
fixed in their hatred to tlie Conſtitution, or had 
* ſcernmen t to ſee what their Leaders \ were * 


1 Fachwd's Hit. pag. 66 
E 2 ing 


Him that neither Neceſſity, nor Ambitibn, v 11 


der. dhe Far fiat en t Army 


5 Brig . red” K 18 Commil- 
880. ch e Aue e | Leader a cient Tafte 


of their Sf kit ar Bravia In 155 Letter he 


aAcquaintg bis Friend with the Mor ves" that in- 


uced "hin" to leave the” Parliament Service = 11 
ome "ver to the King's Party.” After af 


Malice for a EM particular Neglect or Injury, but 
4 perfect of thoſe falſe Lights Which had 
fitherto Na Mat „ and 4 due Apprebenften 'of 


che 1 100 vn ich attends the perſevering in ſuch 
Eros wa M. ae of his e 8 bis 
ty: «Tn I muſt c e (ſays he) though you 05 
Aide fink ir, that MY 0 


eageWick', C 
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& me to if Refleftio St nich ſet 

« we Hee the ri 0 L ie Geof his Fer- 

as e Oi "Gn | by ai Me of | 
© ry MN Leo nlide if hit it of 


ry and Madneſs, he 2 10 8 81 ſtery of 
War, and in his inſpired Rage Bake Ge | 


= 
2 i 
F. Nfgen, "Safety 6F the Kingdom, Li- 


te berty and Property; and ſhewed us the Kernel, 
« Atheiſm, Anarchy, arbitrary Government and | 
0c Confuſion. + What was meat elſe by hig ſaucy 
<« and impertinent Talking to God Almighty, 


3 mere Wh, gather to command than; to 


2 t was, meant. elſe by hig traducing 
« t 0 Ning e and curſing him, while he ſeemed to 
7 50 for 10 th and preſently, with 4 Tone as 
eytle as his Language, magnifying the Worthies, 
5 Eſtat affe b 5 een Vhat *- 
ſeant ele 
g © A. Aue, be Nor Nor: bac An 
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TH iven.me a juſt Pre jodice of the Cauſe 
ws 2 i 1 faw al pl um of thoſe Pſeud do. 


Clergy ſeaſoned' with the ang Leaven; wha. 


c Fa ſo inſtruct che 100 an innocent 
* Ceremony, but FT irſt after Bl ; who abhor. 
« - Learnin and Bi OPS, but adore Ignorance 
4 and Div on hp, While they a are ſevere (and. 
«therein ,' they do well) ) againft Drunkenneſs and 
TN ' Adultery; make Robbery, - Rebellion, Sacri- 
TY lege and Murger to be ARR, en they 
&: are in order to effect their Deſi 55. truly 
9. had not truſte mine Ears, 4 N 7520 gs 
much more had not been lined by my 
<< Eyes. For thoſe ft Regiments then with us Were. 
«'g Derr Model of "the whole Army. 

Ys - fame inveterate Spirit appeared likewiſe 3 
gainſt the Parliament and Army when W fell 
5dr the Difpleiſite' of theſe Zeilow for abi 
Ring the \Eſtabliſhment of Preſbyrery ; > and. che 
Pulpits were then filled with Invectives againſt 
them, no leſs plentifully than they had been for- 
merly againſt the King and the Malignants, It 
was no longer. the Chariots and Horſemen of Iſrael, 
but a + Rebellbus Army, a Viperqus Brood, an 
| preſſing Army, a: Generation of Vipers, &c. T e 
Payliatnent was then — and prayed againſt 
as + mars = nderers of Reformation, the 
Cauſes of all the Eviis and Mi 2 of the Times. 


This is charged home upon the Preſbyterians, in 


a ſmall Treatiſe called the Pulpit Yncendiary, or 
the Divinity and Bev ton of the Sion. College Preachers, 
in their Morning Ex eilte, wb the keen and angry 
Application thereof unto t Parliame went and Army, 
&c: | publiſhed” in the Year 256 Me. Neal, 
ſ] ki of this and other ning xerciſes, up- 
on' cheir firſt. bens up; fays, lat x Men were E 


+ va eren, pag. 16. * Hiſt uri Vol. II. 593. 


I 00 backward 
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0 ares, of L 
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2 c 1 8 75 to Fw before Day, and go to 


of Worſhip at a great ' Diſtance. for 
t of heaping the Word of God, Such was oY 


* i of the City of London and Parts mo. 
cent in thoſe + tags Tina), of ; 2 — oe. 


that from 1 it bio, r.. theſe gc =o 
are, rs . acquainted, FUN F 3 tart 17 © and. 
5 cem before hand for: the intended Mea- 
ires; and, As the NN 0 Affairs varied, gave 
their. political Behavi- 
r Part af the A 


Jo las 


2275 will ne his Oo h — — 


as. to the Devotion as well as the Charity, both of 


the Preachers ther mſelves, ay of * crouded 5 | 
ditories. 
Ae give bome Inſtances: of this, Exerciſe. of 
Prayer ; VN” 7 
Lord, (fays one; 1 we have a Parliament, ſuch a a 
one as it is; we do not know whether. it be a Par- 
liament or not; if it be a Parliament, Lord de- 


ver us by a. Parliament; if otherwiſe, Lord de- 


ſve us tr a Parliament . 1 4 

other, p for the cots, an ifing 
God for the Gad hich this Kingdom Jovi re- 
ceived by them, had theſe Words; 3 we thank thee, 
Lord, for any Hopes thou haſt given us to make 
them further inſtrumental for the Advancement of 
chy Truth amongſt us; Lord, blow up theſe Sparks 


into a Plame*,”© 


Lord, (faith another) humble ene 


* all "their Abominations ! May we not ad on - 


TY | 7 


rat tacendiary, pag. 33. 5 i. pag. 10 


18* A. 4 


this 


[3 ] 

wig Parliament, as once the Prophet faid of ae 

ah ſinful People! 'fo may we not fay, 'ah ſage 
Parliament! Ah Lord! may not all our Trou- 
bles, | Sorrows, Miſeries, the Errors, Hereſies, 
and Blaſ hemies of the Times, be laid at the Far. 
lament WT.” 

Lord, they have fallen fearfully, let them not 
Fill finally : Let not them that were appointed for 
our Salvation, „prove our Perdi tion; them that 
were intended for Phyſick prove Poiſon to us, 
If they will not do us good, let them not do us 
hurt. Theſe laſt were the Words of the Reverend 
Mr. Caſe (the Gentleman who, Mr. Neal tells us, 

began this Exerciſe) «© Shewing himſelf (ſays 
« my Author) to be more inveterate againſt the 
« Parliament in Rancour and Malice; than any of 
«<< the Prelatical Party, that we know of. 

Had it been only ow and then that theſe Ex- 
eeragancts broke” out, or the Effect of an in 
temperate Heat in ſome particular Perſons, 1 
* ſhould not have thought them worth remembring ; 
but we find it charged upon them, as the conftant 
Praftice and premeditated Deſign of the whole 
Fraternity. 2 | 
„ "Chriſt (fys my Author) reached Peace u 
«:on'Earth ; you ſtir up Trouble. He filled Man 
ce with Principles of Love; you with Principles 
« of Wrath. Is it not thus with you? If not, 
„ what mean your daily Invectives? Your rigid, 
„ 'harſh, arid bitter Speeches Morning fler Morne 
* r Pag. 22. . 

8 De we not "ſee an Uniformity amon ſt: the 
66., Members thereof (Sion College) in their org 
„ ings from Day to Day, thar they are common- 
6: ly- upon one Strain? - Surely we cannot 
5 conceive the Divine Spir rit can direct their 


e 


few ww — - 


55 + Pulpir Incendiary, pag. 14. 
. E] i. Vs 7 I c Hearts 
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& ſuffer thai irit to. fall: 
ce. 4 7 the Moir off 129 7 6 ger as, 1 2 545 the 


eee of, ie fo mehre 
e N 25 in the 
gteat engt them 


ing to God by way of bauer againſt the 
Preſbyterians , + {7-1 unto. him with many Tears, 
Lord d, they, hate 8, becauſe v e know. more of. - thee 
thay they do, | but ae 2 1 + Lord: ta gu us 
fell to Tow more of zhee,: an d let them, bate US: m 
145 they will. Another, after he had put up many 
Re queſts in behalf of their Fraternity. — And | 
| —— Lord, (faith he) we Should rome to, pray for the 
Parliament and Aſembly, but 8 en "the 
ayers of the . *. i 
a 5 t enough, and perhaps too as of this al- 
ready. What a Diſgrace and Contempt mult is 
bring upon Religion, to ſee the 2 Ordinances 


+ Independency not God's Ordinance, * to the Reader. 


1350 
of ir thus: * and ee and how little 
of Edification could be expected in the Aſſemblies 
for God's" publick Worſhip, when the common 
jects of the Pulpit were either the Incitements 
of Schifinarieles and Sectaries to Sedition and Re- 
bellion againſt lawful Authority, or Provocations 
to Bitterneſs and Wrath againſt each other! One 
would think; if there was ub other Argument for 
a preſeript Form of Common Prayer, it would be 
a N Recommendation of it, that a Re- 
ſtraint is thereby put upon that 'Liceritiouſneſs 
to which private ee ion has been, and will 
always be K able to be, o „  extravaguntly abuſed. 


8 E c. vll. Joke Intruder: into the 1. | 
19 5 niſtry. 5 | 


BUT 2 «fill more Qebaſed the Dignity of the 
miniſterial Function Was the facrilegious nyafion 
of it by the very Dregg 5 the People, who now 
took upon them to inſpired Teachers, and in- 
truding into Pulpits, wit inſuffetable Enorance, | 
Nonſenſe, Rudeneſs and Tmpudence, pretended to 

Page, the Oracles of Life, poiſoning our very 
otes, and ned and diſtorting the Holy 
Se to defend their ide Dreams and horrid 
Blaſp hemies. An Eminent Author of thoſe Times 
this” od mplains of this ſcandalous U ſprpation of 
the Pri y. Office. T The Apoſtle, compar- 

„ Me Dignity of it with the Indignity and In- 

1 80 moſt oy TO for it, Wie out 
<< 0 15 cient for theſe Things ! But i we con- 
4e fider vers Opinion 5 cheir own Gifts, and 
<« their Practice at this Day, we may ſay, who 15 
<« ot ſufficient for theſe Things? Not the meaneſt 
8 1 nor the moſt Uliterate en 


2 


A | + Dr. Featly, Dione Dipped! 
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Liberty to preach e Ordination, 


couragement, by tha 


of Religion was transferr d from a Convoca tion 


; * Edward's * Dedicur. | 1 Compleat Hiſt, of 
gland, Vol. III; pag. 160. 1 
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“ but holds himſelf caftcient 2 be a Maſter build -- 


<« er of the Church of Chrit 1 wonder that 


<« our Door Poſts and Walls ſweat. not, upon 


« which ſuch Notes as theſe have of late been af- 


fixed On ſuch a Day ſuch a Brewer's Clerk 


« exerciſeth, ſuch à Taylor expoundeth, ſuch a 
« Waterman teacheth ! — In ſhort there were 
« not only Swarms of mechanick Preachers, as 
“ Shoemakers, Coblers, Weavers, Buttonmakers, 
« H. but + of Jomen and Boy Preachers; and 
ſo fond were the Common Soldiers of ſhewing 
their Gifts this way, that they not only prayed — 


preached among themſelves, but did the ſame in 
all Churches to the People; nay they ſcrupled 


not to declare, hat if they might not "preach, they 


would not fight, * And, that a Practice ſo con- 


trary to the Laws both of God and Man, might 
have at leaſt ſome Countenance from Authority; a 
ſtrong Petition was 3 O. 6. 1647, to 
both Houſes, that able and gifted men might have 
being ap- 
proved by the Parliament. To which oo a 


of Enthufaſm the Lords were forced to anſwer, 


that they took well this good, Affection of the Petitioners | 
to the Advancement of the. Goſpel: And the Com- 
mons thought fit to give them a yet greater En- 
nking them for their good . Aﬀe- 
ion to the Kingdom, and by aſſuring them, that 
their Petition was referred to a Committee to con- 
ſider of a Way for examining ſuch as ſhould. be fo 
allowed. Thus (fays Biſhop Kennet) the Care 


ce to a new Aſſembly of Divines, from them to 
cc the Houſe of Commons, and thence to the 
„Mob. What were the diſmal Effects of this 


horrible 


18610 
horrible Licence will appear hereafter, in tote 
monſtrous and ſhocking Errors and Blaſphemies 
which were publickly vented, and could not but 
render Chriſtianity hateful and ridiculous to all who 
had not their Souls balanted with true : Goodneſs 
ns "Oo, 355 


a 8 E 02 r. . VI. Dif | of the Ordiv.ances of 
. Nellgion. | 


Ws 0 the . Abuſe of 8 and Preach- 
ing may be added the great Neglect, and almoſt 
total Diſuſe, of the other ordinary Means of Grace, 
Baptiſm, Catechiſing, Confirmation, and more par- 
ticularly of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 
We find a yy wage of this Kind very early from 
Chelmsford in Eſſex, + a Place which had in it 
two.thouſand Communicants 3 of which numerous 
Congregation there was not one to be named, Man 
or Woman, that objected againſt the Common 
Prayer, or refuſed to receive the Sacrament kneel- 
ing, but was preſently ſo filled with Sectaries, 
eſpecially Anabaptiſts and Browniſts, that a third 
Part of the People refuſed to communicate in the 
Church Liturgy, and half to receive the bleſſed 
Sacrament, unleſs they might receive it in what 
Poſture they pleaſed to take it. This was but in 
the Infancy of the pretended Reformation. What 
a deplorable Negle& this holy Inſtitution fell un- 
der afterwards, may in fanie Meaſure be gueſſed, 
when in "Oxford itſelf, in no leſs a College than 
_ Chriſt Church, it was not ſo much as once admini- 
ſtred, during the whole Time of the Uſurpation ; 
the fee Perſon, who adminiſtred 1t before his 
IE oy the V Van „at his Return after 


| ba Mercur. Bec. Pag . 5 = Reformation Reformed, | 
; F 2 twelve 


: 1 „ 
twelve Tears, Le ee the next Sictanient „ 
that feat an p 


' We have '" Do hk Religion ſuffered i in —— n 
| ternals and Circumſtantials of it; we have ſeen the 
Places of God's Worſhip profaned, his Miniſters: 
outraged, his Ordinances neglected and contemned; 
let us now takea View of the nguiſhing and almoſt 
expiring State of it when it was wounded in its vital 
and eſſential Parts: When the Te of} e Cl * | 
ſtian Faith was corrupted, by dange d peſti- 
lent Errors; the Unity of it AK - — | 
Sects and Schiſms; and the Peace of the Church 
deſtroyed by the fierce and bitter Rage of the Se: 
ctaries towards each other in their mutuab Strug | 
gles for Superiority... We ſhall here ſee a total Dif- 
ſolotion of Order, Diſcipline, and Government? 
and (to uſe Archbiſhop Liad's: Compariſon in his 
dying Words, )' the poor: Church of - Engle $168 became DO 
lite an Out cleft to Shivers in Wedges, made nut of | 
its own Body, and at every W 3 _ | 
Irrolgion, eniring Wt JN | cv: | 


FIT IX. Coal pe of cep. * 
ee off. BW Faith and Prattice,” YL" 


'B UT. before we deſcend. to Particulars, 120 m 
in the firſt; Place take 3 general View of the cala- 
mitqus State of Religion, as we find it repreſented 
by the Authors of it themſelves; Who having firſt 
opened the Flood Gates: to that Torrent of Pro- 
faneneſz, which &verflowed the Kingdom, had more 
than ordinary Reaſon td oppoſe it with-all. their 
Might. But they ſaw the Miſchief. they had done 
when it vas too late. They had been induſtrious, 
under Pretence of Liberty of Conſcience, to get 
rid of Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny, to throw down all 
f the Fences of Order and * ine, and were 
37 v7 4 . 8 : now 
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137 J. 1 
now conſbunded, when they ſaw Aa 
ments which they had made uſe of to overthrow 
the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, brought with equal, 
or father greater Sttength, againſt the Eſtabliſhing 4 
their '6wn' Scheme of Church Government; and 
that: the Tyranny of Preſbytery was generally in- 
veighed againſt me more infupportable that ; 
that of Epifcopacy >: of 7 © gn 5 

I ſhall produte io the: firſt Place the Teſtimony 
of Mr. Edwards, Miniſter of: Chriſt=Church, Lon+ 
don, an eminent Champion for the Preſbyterian 
Cn who wrote the Gang tiena, or a Catalogue 

of the Errors, -Herefies, Blafphemies, and perni- 
cious Practices, Which broke out in four Years 
Time, from the Tear 1642 to the Time of his 
Writing it. This Author, in his Dedication to 
both Houſes of Parliament; ſets forth how firm 
he had been to their Service, and how forwardly he 
had: engaged when their Affairs were moſt unpro- 
mifing, He tells them, he had laid out Aar 
tune, and expoſed his Perſon, both in the Pulpit 
and in the Field; and all this when ſome of the 
Gratidees were ready to diſengage and ſhift for 
themſelves, ** A Man thus well affected (ſays 
Mr. Collier) ( we: may be ſure would not make 
«« Things worſe than they were, nor paint the 
new Reformatidn in the hardeſt Complexion. 
He might be impatient for the 'Eftabliſhment of 
the Holy Diſcipline, but would hardly have ven- 
tured to give ſo ſolemn and publick a Repreſenta-, 
tion of the State of Religion to Men in Power, ff 
it would not have endurèd the T eſt. Let us hear 
then his Account of the Matter. 5 b 

Things every Day (fays he) grow Worſe 
and Worſe, and you can hardly imagine them 
845 Nen dad hae —_—_ are. * kind of W Ys 


y „ ee. ben. Dedict . 
ere 6 Herely, 
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Ty 4 Hereſy, Diſorder and Confuſion, but *tis fond 
« amongſt us, or coming in upon us. For we, | 
«© inſtead of Reformation, are grown from one 
« Extreme to another; fallen from Scylla to Cha- 
_ «« +ybdis, from Popiſh Innovations, uperſtition, 
« and. Prelatical Tyranny, to downright Hereſy, 
c horrid Blaſphemies, Libertiniſm and fearful A- 
ie narchy Our Evils are not remov*'d and 
« cur'd, but only changed. One Diſeaſe and De- 
« vil hath left us, and another as bad i is come in 
4 its Room. Tea this laſt Extreme is far more 
«© high, violent, and dangerous in many Reſpects 
Have we not worſe Things come upon us 
«than ever we had before? Were any of theſe 
« Monſters heard of heretofore, which are now 
4 common amongſt us, as denying the Scriptures, 
eading for a Toleration of all Religions and 
« Forts, yea of Blaſphemy, and denying there 
4 jg a God —— You have put down the Book of 
% Common-Prayer, and there are many amongſt us 
% ho have 1 ut down the Scriptures, ſlighting 
them, yea blaſpheming them, —— Fou have 
, broken down the mages of the Trinity, Chriſt, 
Virgin Mary, Apoſtles; and we have thoſe who 
* overthrow the Doctrine of the Trinity, oppoſe 
<< the Divinity of Chrift, ſpeak Evil of the Virgin 
% Mary, and ſlight the Apoſtles. — You have 
C caſt out the Bi/bops, and their Officers, and we 
% have many that caſt to the Ground all Miniſters 
„ in the Reformed Churches. You have conſtant 
« Ceremonies in the Sacraments, as the Croſs, 
« Kneeling at the Lord's Supper; and we have 
many who have caſt out the Sacraments of Ba- 
<< ptiſm and the Lord's Supper. You have put 
% down Saints Days, and we have many who make 
nothing at all of the Lord's Day and Faſt Days. 
4 You have taken away the ſuperfluous exceſſive 


9 Maintenance of EE -andiDeans 3. and we 
| have 
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& ave many who take away, and. cry PREY the 
„ neceſſary Maintenance of Miniſters, In the Bi- 
« ſhops Days we had ſinging of Pſalms taken a- 
«© way in ſome. Places, conceiv'd Prayer and 
« Preaching z and in their Rooms, Anthems, 
e ſtinted Forms and Reading brought in. And 
<« now we have Singing of Pſalms ſpoken againſt, 
« and caſt out of ſome Churches, yea, all publick 
Prayer queſtion'd, and all Miniſterial Preaching 
« denied —— In the Biſhops Days, we had many 
e unlearned Miniſters, and have we not now a 
Company of Jeroboam's Prieſts? In the Biſhops 
“ Days, we had the fourth Commandment taken 
«© away, but now. we have all the ten Command- 
«© ments taken away at once by the Antinomians, . 
« yea all Faith and Goſpel denied The worſt 
60 of the Prelates, in . midſt of many Ar- 
« minian Tenets, and Popiſh Innovations, - held 
« many ſound Doctrines, and had many commend- 
40 _ Practices; yea, the very Papiſts hold and 
« keep to many Articles of Faith and Truths of 
« G on have ſome Order among them, encourage 
« Learning, have certain fixed Prinejples of Truth, 
« with Practices of Devotion and good Works: 
But many of the Sects and Sectaries in our Days 
e deny all Principles of Religion, are Enemies to 
all Holy Duties, Order, Lan. overthrow- 
ing all | 

So much (out of a great deal more to the ſame 
Purpoſe) from the Reverend and zealous Mr. Ed- 
W. Mr. Nea! indent; ſpeaks of 1 a 
Furious 


3 2 


Ec Ir may be: proper. | in 1 Place to inſert a Air from 
Mr. Baxter, (whom this Author often quotes with great Appro- 
| bation), in his Plain Scripture Proof of Infants Memberſoip, 
pag. 147. What ſhall I tell you 4 he) of all thoſe hideous 
* Pamphlets againſt Ordinances, and for the Mortality of the 
soul, and that the Soulas God himſelf, and againſt the Truth 
K of the Scripture, and downright Farnibim, tax Libertiniſm, and 
4 | 5 Pagauiſ m ! 


a: TY 
t Burns Write et Buſineſs it % 
blacken the Adverfaries of Preſhyterian Uniformity,” 

that che Parliament might erifh them b fa 
nary Methods and whe f was known tõ be 
often tranſported beyond due Bounds with the Keen-" 
ſs and Eagerneſs of his Temper; He obſerves 
further, that among the bund and feyenty fix 
Hereſies and Errors, which he'had/reckon'd up as 
maintain'd by the Sectaries of choſe Times, were: 
are ſome that do not deſerye that Name, and o- 
thers that never grew into · a Sect, buy 5 * 3 
fionally from the Pen or Lips of ſom 
thufiaſt, and died with the Author. * 
quoting ſome Paffages out of his Book and Dedi. 
2 „the Reader will judge (fays — of the 

4 Spirit of this Writer, by, the for i- 
men of his Performance, which Thou] not 
have thought worth remembring, if our Church- 
« Writers had not Ported the State of Reli gin from = 
gin Writings.” But, without entring into an 
Examination or Defence either of this Author's 
Spirit or his Principles, they are certainly no Ob- 
Jection to his [Repreſentation of the Statt of Reli- 
gion, at leaſt as to the general Truth of it; fince, 
if all that is exceptionable were ſtruck out of his 
Account, there would enongh remain en ee : 
to confirm it; and fince we find it corroborated 
with the concurrent Teſtimony of the moſt emi- 
nent Paſtors, not only of the City of London, but 
of divers 6ther Parts of the K inge om. 1 

For, notwichſtanding this Remonſtrance from 
Mr. * it e tha no Wen was 
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- Paganiſm! 1 Sas but think hike Men. cried out nt 
. Edwards tris Gangrena at fitſt, as if he had ſpoken 
eps. Lies, Ang have juſtified it with s fearful Over- 


ee Par, COLL, N, 367." * Bia. p: 369, + Bid: 
1 570. IN p. 369, 30. . 


applied 1 


55 was. 55 A wh L fol- 

wa 0b e. le Nature) under the, 

: 35 eftimony- to: the, Truth of Feſus Chriſt, 

| Lg Nenn League and Covenant \ as 4% a- 

rſt, 1he. Za, Herdjies, - and Blaſphemies of. the, 
and a Of - them ; to 0 15 added, 


| Catalogue. of fard Err ors, cc. date from Sion 

Colle ege, ind he 4 fifty eight of the moſt 
w_ it, of the London Clergy, of whom K 5. 

(Mr. Wel tells us). ag FX. the Aiſernhly of 
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ow for, Fra Bag on of the bee FHere- 
the accuricd . a . e ooſe- 
els ax Shank oak 5 e e 
n hs 1 A. whori 15 =, 2 of 
ord # w ic 7 5) to 
egen of Hear 1 all F. e 80 Tru 
iety at Home; d. 1 
« of 25 the Reformed e abroad, and the 
+ unparalleld Reproach vf this Church and Na- 
« tion, are ſwollen to Tach-; an heighten'd Inunda- 
ce tion, that they have. in a Manner born down 
25 efore them the e of the ſacred Scri- 
pture, HT the ife and 'ower of Godlineſs. ” 
Andy what wade this Licentiouſnels in Faith and 
ice ſtill more grie vous, was the ;Conniyance. 
1 e it met with from the Civil 
Power, For, having eccaſionally taken Notice of 
the Fears and Tren les which had been complain'd 
of unter. LONG In the midſt of all which 
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; ne m Gene erſhire dn 2 finty * Miniſters 
other ſom the 222 ” bf 3 % pho four; — | 
other from Divon hire; by eighty three, and another from + So- 
nerſet, by cighty one, fgnitying their Concurftence' with the 
* Miniſters. | 
> Fears 


, 


60 Fears (fay they) #1 Arminianiſim, 9 
cc * Superſtition; and divers other ſinful Innovations 
« in Doctrine and Worſhip,” did ſecretly ſlide in 
. amongſt us, this was . Stay 3. that Heſs were. 


« not ſo much National Sins (the Publick Laws and. 
6 Supreme Fudicatories of the Nation not patronizing 
« them) as* the Exorbitances and illegal Miſcar- 
*. 'riages. of ſome particular Perſons, But when 
e look upon the preſent rugful, deplorable and 
« deformed Face .of the Affairs of, Religion,” as they | - 
4 ſtand at this Day, our Spirits are amazed, our 
« Hearts are overwhelmed, our Words are Twal- 
ce Towed-up'; how ſhall we "ſpeak; how ſhall we 
hold our Peace, and yet! where ſhall we. pout out 
« our Complaint err 
” & Tnſtead of an [ERtabtitfiihent' of Faith” and 
Truth, we ſwarm; with noifome Errors, Here- 
 «'ſies and Blaſphemics ; inſtead of Unity a nd U. 
e niformity in Matters of Religiqn, . we are torn 
ce to Piece with deſtructive Schilms, Se parations, 
«Diviſions and Subdivifions ; inſtead of true Pie- 
ty and Power of Godlineſs, we have opeb'd the 
* Flood Gates to all Impiety and Profaneneſs; in- 
«« ſtead of ſubmitting to the Power of Chriſt, we 
* walk on in a Chriſtleſs Looſeneſs and Licen- 
« . tiouſneſs.; inſtead of Reformation, we may fay. 
„ with Sighs, what our Enemies have hore 
« ſaid of us with Scorn, we have a Deformation 
& in Religion; and, in a Word, inſtead of 4 
tin Hereſy, Schiſm and Profaneneſs, 
ave doch an impudemt and eral Aachen 
4 1 66 all theſe Evils, that Multitudes are not a- 
e ſham'd to preſs and plead for a publick, for- 
< mal, and univerſal Toferation, ” = 5 
With what Juſtice theſe Complaints were wie 
will ap 550 when J have given the Reader a Spe- 
cimen of thoſe 1 impious and teſtable Tenets, which 
were x ang — maintain 'd and — ; 
To 


> 


- — 


N. 13 
f 31. 4 
To give a compleat 1 them would 
be a tedious, if not an endleſs Undertaking. It 
would fill a large Volume to ſet down what ate re- 
corded by the Writers of thoſe Times; and much 
greater may we ſuppoſe the Number to have been 
of thoſe which eſcaped, their Notice. As Error 
in the Natute of it is infinite, Fa is not difficult to, 
conceive the prodigious Growth of it, when, every 
bold Pretender to the Spirit was at Liberty to 
vent his Illuſions, and to poiſon his Hearers 451 
whatever Ignorance and Frenzy could inſpire. If 
at the ſame Time *tis acknowledg'd, that the Preſ- 
byterians, to. whoſe Zeal and Induſtry we chiefly 
owe our Information of this kind, have fwelPg their . 
Cataloguts,. by inſerting in them ſome Points of 
Doctrine as erronecus, only becauſe repugnant to 
the Prdeſtinarian Scheme, this ought rather to be 
imputed, to their Prejudices in Favour of Calviniſin. 
than to any. wilfül Deſign. of repreſenting the 
State of Religion in more frightful Colours than. 
it deſery'd, in order (as has been ſuggeſted) to 
blacken their Adverſaries, and to draw upon them 
more effectually the Vengeance of the Civil Power. 
For, from the few Paffages 'T ſhall ſelect out of 
the Catalogues they have left us, it w ill app r 
158 ho Teners of * the SING, mich, Hah, tn 7 
reaching an Writing, ey open eſs'd 

and bag the People, wore: a of or of 
the moſt dangerous and Kane Naturez full of 
Blaſphemy and Impicty.. utterly ſubverſiye of all. 
Religion and Government, and direct Incitements 
to all 8 of Wickedneſs and Vice, 
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ſtimonies of our own Count? 
oners from the Kirk of 9 


« Kingdom, tha di Gene: 
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Mahle, WA pe hate Hes #8 5 s. 
AN D here 1 muſt confels; chat tis with Unea-' 
ſinefs and Reluctance that 1 ſet my fr to tran-' 
ſcribe what cannot but firike hk pious Reader 
with Horror and Amaze ment. But tis better got f 
we ſhould d upon proper Q Occaſions, ve . chi — 
mories refreſhed with the 1 wk af oi 1 * ; 
feel dete ones. Twere to be wi # 
A 6 fo 


Corryptions and Rs ion 

uch Di grace u Ab eo for 
ever buried in Oblivion; hut While Ul, are thoſe 
amongſt us who are meditaring | 
leaſt ſuch Schemes as cart, end 1 nothit 955 ſe, tis 
fit we ſhould be reminded of the wredbed Effefts 
of it. What thoſe formerly have, been in Eugland, 
with Regard to ſound Pope bf we are ſti 


Loſs to cannot de the 4. 
75 80 en, . cee 


1d will inform; us. 
+ © A few Years (ay rhey) have broyel DE forth 


* mam aid more dag . in that . 


ogs in 


all the! Churches of 
a” Thing it is to-leave LM 
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+ See a ie 4 and ſeaſonable Teſtimony 3 Tolera- 


tion and the preſent Procedings of Sectaries and their Abettors 


in England in reference to Religion and Government, Edinburgh 
Fan. 17, 1649. From the Commillioners of the Kirk of 
_— Pa. Se 
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I. Errors 


Errors a 9 Fin 7 5 n in ert, : — 
T5 ee, Far and Holineſs i in particulars, er- 
1 4 PR, the « "0 of..: 


WA : 43 nt K STI; 
. Po 55 
2 Ab; — 4 — . 10 4. 


2 it 1 4nd in, "As is. 72 Dee of 
Ne infulneſs of his 3 Canzrana, Cat. 
. | 
That he is. or not f tho ions a- 
lone, in is the Aaghor Sin ot whe 4 the very 
P 7 N Ataxy, . and Siafulneſs it 
That: ies me out . the Mauthof God. Did. 


* 4 


45 7 when, hen Fwear, it it is God fears in 
That no B 3 caſt into Hell for any Sin, 
| by .only: becauſe, God would have it fo, Ibid. 


at xe Moral 7 is of no Uk to a Believer, 
10 Bale for him to walk by, nor to examine his 
Life by AT 6 that Chriſtians are free from the 
mandatory Power of it, Teſt. pag. 18. | 
That. he that believeth that Chrift | hath 1 
away his Sin, is as clean without Sin, as Cbriſ 
himſelf, Bid. pag. 16. 
That if a Man by the Sp irit Ene himſelf to be 
in a State of Grace, — he did commit Mur- 
der or Drunkennęſs, Sc. God did ſee no Sin in 
him, Gangræn. Cat, N* 52. er 
That the Doctrine of Repentance i is a Soul-de- 
ſtroying Doctrine, Lid. Ne 71. 
That God loyes his Children as well Sinning as 
Praying, Hearing, and doing the holieſt Duties: 
he accounts of them never the better for their good 
York Sz nor the worſe for their ill Works. Di 


. 
2 aa - - 


* 


feared they would too greedily 1 
wicked Men. And when alle 


2 46 1. 
That by Sins Believers are as much nurtured. 
and fitted for Heaven, as by any Thing elſe; and 
that God fits them for Service in chis World by 
leading them into Sins, 75/1. pag. 16. 
That the Soul of Man is mortal and dies with. 
the Body, Gang. CEN 1. 

That there is no ReforreAibet nor Heaven nor 
Hell; and that the only Hell is in this Life, and 
that, in the legal Terrors and Fears which Men 
have in their Conſciences, Te . Pag. 90. Os; 

1 8 impious and blaſphemous *Afertions 28 1 


| theſe muſt needs be very eckig to Chriſtian 


Ears; and yet, monſtrous as they are, tis to he 

de embraced by 
ne of Evil was. 
thus taken away, and Men could brig themſelves 
to believe, _ that, do what they would, they, 
could neither diſpleafe God in his World, nor be 
puniſhed for it in the next, tis obvious what a wide 
Door was hereby opened to all Licentioufneſs, , and 
more ds to > the, ug, Hagitions | Pra- 

wen 7 __ 


„ F g 
FR as > Wi 7 * rv iy. of 7, eu — 4 * „ +; i 5 
14 N ut 2 _ 


Government, and Diſcipline, maintained chiefly 
3 the Anaba tiſts, A ERP c 85 
"Se. of thoſe” LY . 17 3 . 


5 Tbat the i pepe cannot be ad to > be the 
Word of God, Gang, pag. 18. 7%. pag. . 
© That they are but à dead Letter and no more 
to be credited than the Writings of Men, Bid. 
"Fe they are inſufftient and uncertain, .. hid, 
3 LIN 
That tight Reaſon is the Rule of Faith, and | 


II. les ares of . Chrifian Faith, 5 


"Ml 


that we are to believe the Scriptures ſo far as we 


ſee them —_— to Reaſon and no further, Did. 
Pag. * Eos „„ ð RL 


tran: Fa 
1 2 That the as] of. 5e writ not the · In- 
es {t, but 15 Soma. 


6 Foe 
41414. 


A "they are but ad hs and Wn able to 
reveal God, or give Power to walk With him. 
Did. Pag. 18. N 3. | 

That tis as 2 7 to breakany of the Ten ö 
| mandmens, a as to baptize an. F Gang. pag. 

i rk ; 

That! it is Si certain that the Baptim * Jo 
fins is th Ea Deluſion, and a Thing of as 

dangerous Cone uence, as ever the Man, ak Im ; 
brou ht into the orld, Teſt. pag. 18. 

it the Scrif tures no where ſpeak 
*. Name or Thing, Gang. pag. 28. N* 101. 
That all Days are alike to Chriſtians. under the 
New Teſtament, and that they are no more bound 
to the Obſervation of the Lord's Dey than of any | 
„ther. id. Pg: 30. Ne 120% Ki 
„That for a eople to wait upon Man | IR 
r to wor ſhip God by, was Laolat he Lid. bs 


ONE 0 225 to e Cod in Places con- 
ſecrated, . 1bid, pag. 30. N. 126. 

That there is no Diſtinction of Gavernment Ec- 
cleſiaſtical and Civil, Thids N* 14. 
That there ought to be no di ind Order of Mi- 
| niſters, but that all who have Gifts, are in their 

Turns and Courſes, by the Appointment of the 
reſt of the Company, to preach, Pray, and bap- 
tize, Ibid. N. 119, 

That he who is rind hath a  Nullity « or Anti- 
chriftianiſm ſtampt upon his Calling, ſo that he 
ought not to preach or not to be heard. Fraun. 8 
Speech, Sept. 4. 1654.” pag. 12. 

That Impoſition of Hands by che Biſhop and 
Preſbytery are meer Popiſh e , Gang. 
Pag. 29. N e 1 - 2 

3 333 That 
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158 DAR e Fug + 0 
a Lebens theſe ue he debe e: 3 
T and Jeane g een. And be- 
of Chriſtianity more ffiame- 
more early Rſemble the bleſſed Founder of it 1 
5 3 ee 
thus become che Sebrn and Ditific | 
mies round about it, * havin 0 10 Cs 15 
pen , 

V rde 
, 21.30 NN es NN 
7 e 4 88 "of 0 2 NY 9 1225 69.01. 
Made 1 9 Religion, * in 
+ That? th not. lawful for i Chriſta 00 bes 
JA V 
People or Nations over which they 
'F hat the Relation of Maſters and 
but rather be ; for there we read, in | 
Tefus Chrijt ther? is neither Bond nor Fre. — 
ſtinction are but Ethnical and Hedrhehifh Diſtin- 
ions among Chfiſtianns. bi Yo 
to be a Community of Goods, 5 
That one Man ſhould haye a Arle Poun na 

| „ yu Merewrins Ruſlicus, pig. . 12 1- ET 
e | = 0 


Tei Sund Antic nf n e Da 
of a viſible Church, they are at 
fully. disfigure „ never did the Church o Chrife 
his abaſed: I aMicted' State, 
its 1 
es,” wor 4 Beauty. that the Nags 
: Ener tetHutHibe 9 civ 1 Gen and CA 
riſtian Migiltitce' hays 30 Power, i 
. 
rp Kings are the Burdens and Plap 16 
oo, Gro or Warrant in the New Teſtament, 4 
That Lühr, and Tiles ind Names of Ii 
E That all the Earth is the Saints, and there 0 
5 Teir, a e but one Pound,” e nat 
1 


=...” 


: ts 15 
n 115 l TT je Sweat 
' tire nor Nor OETY wm _ 
u, People heretofor 8 =. 
| r Bis ik 50 i Og hers F * gate 
ors i Em ſelves | fvants, . nay. Saves, to the 
Nob] ang entry; but T 
their Ryes 7 id diſcovered to t 3em hy! few Chit 
Liberty And therefore' it is naw fit that the No. | 
ility 2 a 4 Gentry Rout ſerve their Servants, or 
ws 8 Fork for t heir, own Wee ap 10 
e ll net work they ought not to eat, | 
Thel heſe and the like e 9 8 7 Fenets, ' chough 
they ſeem chiefly, if - not ſolely, to felate to Things 
of 4 Civil Nature, yet, When we conic er them as 
advance d upon the pretended Authority, either of 
5 or. of New Lig his, were propetly the Re- 
rinciples of thoſe who held them. And 
they ſerve to how: that, how diſtin ſoever Reli- 
gion and Civil Government are in themſelves, yet 
os Peace and Safety of the one can neyer .be ef- 
ary ſecured, whilſt Men are left to an unli- | 
Indulge ence of their own wild and enthuſia- 
Rick Or 5 — in the other. But to als on to 
ſuch Font | wherein Religion, or the Honour: and 


&F3-a 4 


Service of God, is more directly and immediately 
S As a further Proof of the lamentabſe 
da th n elicf and . by 


An is „ 
1 * Py 2 
222 „ 


educed, _of the dari 
5 ch B. Phemies 380 ſwell'd gain on 15 
wall offer the remarkable Bill that was paſſedd 
the Tear 165 30, againft atheiſtical and 585 
Opinions. The Tenor of it is as follows ; That 
RE Perſg 25 Fi. hat hat ſhall. : eſume i in ords. AVOW - 
818, 


eight to 


edly to p or by Writing proceed to affitm 
and en Him, or Her, or any meer Creature, 
to be God ; or to be Infinite or Almighty ; or in 


bells Collect. 7 24. — Hiſtory of England. 
Vol. III. p. 182. 
H Fonodur, 
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Honour, Excellency; Majeſty and Power to be 
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Return ſfrall be as 50 | wil of Fans, and | 


ſuffer as in the Caſe of 
Would one think it poflble that ſuch betrible 


. could find an En ntrance into the Minds 


fection of them by a publick Law! What muſt 
be the natural Effects of ſuch corrupt Principles, 
— Lie? moſt vile and wicked Practices! The En- 
ragement that was taken to Lewdneſs from 
the" ant of Eccleſiaftical Diſcipline was early 
complained of by the Aſſembly of Divines, who 
in their“ Petition to the two Houſes for 'a Faſt, 
deſire particularly, that ſome ſevere ' Courſe. be 
taken againſt Fornication, Adultery and Inceſt; 
which do greatly abound (ſay they) eſpecially of 
late, by Reafon of Impunity. And well might theſe 
deteſtable Vices go. on,” abounding to abound, 
when there appeared not only f publick Defences 
of arbitrary Divorce and Polygamy, but it was 
the profeſſed Principle of ſome of the Sectaries, 
ſuch as'the Libertines, Familiſts, and 2 
that there could be no ſuch thing as Adultery or 
defiling the Body of another, where the whole, So- 
ciety were ſo knit one to the other, that they were 
all one Body, as well as one Spirit; and under the 
Notion of ſpiritual Matrimony, the Women were 
taught to be ad omnia omnibus obedientiſimæ, qui 
ſpiritualis Matrimonii debita poſtulabant; as one of 


them, call'd in Queſtion for Incontinency, declared 


before a Publick Magiſtrate, 

In ſhort, from the Beginning of the pretended Re- 
formation to the End of it, that is, during the whole 
Time of that monſtrous Tyranny which was erected 
upon the Ruins of the Conſtitution, we meet with no- 
thing but a Repetition of the ROCCO which 


wg aten Coll. Part 11T. p. 344. 1 Teſtim. pag. 19. 
H 2 I ſhall 


> 


Men, or be vented with ſuch impious Boldneſs 
as to make it neceſſary to provide againſt the In- 


. L. ah 

I Hall. therefore. ſum up, and cloſe. i ute Wards 
of the + Protector Rubel in bis; Declaration to 
wy Houſes, but a,very little Tims, before the 


oration. 302 roi ic 
„. Ho-] 'bighly. i is Goa. e gar Sant, 


« Apoſtacy and Backliding, ariſing hiefly, from 
6 51 of oor We the Tr th 1 in the. [ove there- 
40 of | 1 . Nations are over! 


” many 2 1 and damnable Her ie, a. 
28 God himſelf and his glorious ttriby 
« « againſt the Lord: Jeſus Chriſt, his Pere, yy, 
© his Office; againſt the Holy Sp af Pai 
« ef Word of God, the only Rule of Faith; 4 
e denying the Authority thereof, and: crying up 
« the Light in the e Hearts « of ſinful M Do as the 
60 Raule and Guide of all our tions ; 
«© many other abomninable Errors; Which have o- 
4. 1 2 wide Door for the letting in of the 
£ moſt horrible Contempt -þ * On ** CES, ANC 


9 8 kr 


fy o, 
; 40 and 1 
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6 2 7 1 boon n othe = r. un- 
* . b. we fer r Worn the i Land. aum. 
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8 EC r. XI. Nine Se ard Diwifon. 


As the Purity of the. Chriſtian Religion. was 
thus corrupted by noiſome Errors and wicked Pra- 
ctices, ſo, was the Unity of i it broken hy the Mul- 
titude of. Sets and Schiſms that . the 


Kiogdam, whillt under Pretence. of. Hiker, of 
4 Pede of Richard for a dene Faſting, : upon May 
"oh "I Vy- En Mo | 


4 . 


Aeg 


be, 


1. VE 


* 


-Þ Ion Ke in 
endles D he Reſult of 
which, was {as the Sp por Minit e in their 


Teſtimony) that the orthodox Miniſtry; was negle- 
cted the People ſeduced, e torn 
aſunder, Families diſtracted, Rights and Duties of. 
Relations, Natural, Civil, and ** I, ſcanda- 
louſly. violated, the; Power of Golnet decayed, 
fearful Confuſion introduced „ and imminent De- 
ſtruction threat 
The two p ominant Parties were : the Prefby- 
terians and the Independents, who began early to 
ſtruggle for. Superiority, after they had by their 
united Endeavours compaſſed the Overthrow of 
the Eſtabliſhed Church; 2 indeed before the De- 
ſtruction of it was compleated, had been very for- 


| ward in their N for a; parliamentary 
Countenance;. and . Support of their reſpective 
Schemes. To this Purpoſe Sir Edward Deering 
in one of his Speeches in the Houſe of Commons; 
4 1 know not by what unhappy Fate there is at 
t preſent ſych an all-daring Liberty, ſuch a lewd 
_ «+ Licehtiouſheſs, for all Mens venting their ſeve- 
$6: 1 Senſes. (ſenſeleſs Senſes) in matters of Reli- 

< gion, as never was in any Age in any, Nation, 
6. 5688 this Parliament was met together. 

Shall I he bold to give youa very few. Inſtances 
44, one for a hundred  wherewith our Pulpits and 
<< ur Preſſes dq. groan. Mr. Speaker, there is a 
e certain new-born, unſeen, ignorant, dangerous, 
e _deſperate. Way of Independency: Are we, Sir, 
« for this independent Way? Nay, Sir, are we 
fer the eder Brother of it, the Preſbyterian 
Ce. Femke J have not yet heard any one Gentle- 

man within, theſe Walls ſtand-up, and aſſert his 
8. . Thoughts for either of theſe Ways; and pet; 
Ade 3 


5 5 54 1 5 
cc Sir, = are e the Patorus and Protectors of 
«theſe ſo different, ſo repugnant | Innovations; 
«© Witneſs the ſeveral Dedications io us. N ay both 
« theſe Ways, together with the Epiſcopal, come 
« all ruſhing in upon us, ny os Pretending 19” 7 
c&c 4 Forehead of Divinity. 

2 Epiſcopacy ſays, it is by Divine Right ; 4 
« certainly, Sir, it comes much nearer to its Claim 
« than any other. 25 

„ Preſbytery, that ſays; it is by Bride Right. 91 
LNay this illegitimate Thing, this new-born 
cc Independency, that Cares to 8 it ee Divine 
Right alſo. 

« Thus the Church of ide not long nabe! 5 
« the Glory of the reformed Religion, is miſera- 
«« bly torn and diſtracted, you can hardly ſay 
ce which is the Church of England. Whither mall 
« we turn for Cure?” 

In another Speech, he thus ods the Inkas 
tion of the common People in ſo greedily running 
after falſe Teachers. The ſad Miſeries of our 
<« diſtracted Church, and conſequently the Ha- 
ce zard of God's true Religion with us, doth cut 
« my very Heart with Grief and Fear. If we 
* let forth the Government into a looſe Liberty” 
« for all Religions, we ſhall have none: Liber- 
e tiniſm will beget Atheiſm. Many mournful 

« fad Complaints I have received” of late from 
« Miniſters the ableſt, and every way the wor- 
« thieſt that I know. I could willingly name 
“ you two, one at Dover, the other at Cranebroot 
« in Kent: he that hath preached the leaſt of theſe; 
«<. hath preached ſeveral ms yo. of excellent Ser. 
«« mons to his People. , 40, 

.<© Theſe are in- no better Oni] than many 
6 "ng deſerving Men, who do generally com- 

lain with Grief of Heart, 10 ſee their new in: 
66 a _ after 4 long paſtoral Vigilancy and 
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ce « faithful, Miniſtry, to run and fra, le from them 
<< more in theſe lat ten Months, than in twenty 

"Years before. bar The ſame Complaint we have 

from Mr. Edwardi in the e e of his Gan- 
græna; * How do Sects Schiſms, (ſays he) grow 
dc. daily! Sectaries doing even what they liſt, com- 
te mitting Inſolencies and Outrages not onl a- 
& gainſt the Truth of God and the Peace of the 
ec Church, but the Civil State alſo; going up 
« and Mob Countries, cauſing Riots, Tumults 
« and Diſturbances; in the Slick Aſſemblies? 
% How | do Perſons caſt out - other Countries for 
i their Errors not only live here, but gather 
Fe Churches, and preach publickly their Opinions? 
«© What a Number of Meetings of Sectaries are in 
«this. City, eleven at leaſt in one Pariſh? The 
* Sects have been growing upon us ever ſince the 
we firſt Year of your ſitting, and have every Year 
c jnere ſed more and more; and if Schiſm and 

„ Here y. be let alone, and riſe proportionably 
«for one. Year longer, we ſhall need no Enemies 
oa from without to deſtroy us. . 

I would not willingly tire_rhe Render with too 
uc of this Kind; and therefore ſhall add but 
one ſhort Paſſage more from the Teſtimony of the 
London Miniſters : _ “ Above all (fay they) our 
« Souls are wounded to think with hat a wel- 
_ com'd Boldneſs ſundry odious Hereticks, which 
< in other Places have been baniſh'd and branded . 
ce 'with Infamy, do vent their poiſonous Opinions 
de amongſt 4s; as if they intended to make Eng- 
« land a common Receptacle of all the ſinful 
„ Dregs of Foreign Countries, as well as of former 
'« Ages. It muſt be owned, that the Preſbyterians 
did What they could to remedy theſe Evils, and 
prevent the Growth of them, as well by ſtrong De- 

_ clarations and Remonſtrances againſt them, whilſt 
the Strugg Sle between them and the Independents 
Was 
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that they would neither be divided not d 


f greater Perſecution Ainſt Rel ion and 
than ever had been when the 55 7 


forming all their Congr 
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when they had gotren the Powef into their Hed 
But this Yfted rivr long: the riſing t 1 
Independents foon put an irrecover, 
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their Authority. The Army, the chief Chee I | 
on, full Proviſibn ffiould 


which were of the Iudepencfent r 

Conftience, the Want of which had cauſed. the 4 
of ſo many of their Friends Lives, and t th Blood 
of their os Bodies ; and that hit] Erto the was 
ſo little done in that Point, ” "that or 72 a 


thank 
till, amongſt other Thin: J HI 1185 


Hence we att to obſerve; thit tho 14 * 1 85 
pendents in the ftricteſt Setife were fuck as Kelten 
againſt the Pependency of Charc 0, N 108 that is, diſ- 
allow'd Parochial and 0 Provicia 0 rdinations, 
Tegations | upon: a Scheme of 
Corordinacy ) and maintain'd” the 15 wiulneſs of | FA 
theritg Churches out of other Chur hes for the} borer & 
Enj Sin Arr of the Chriſtian Ordinances; yet un 

ww Denominatiun were comprehended : all thoſe wo 6 
under their Protection, pleaded for a Toleration 

and would not, in Miners of Religion, be ac- 
countable to any Civil Government or National 
Church. Of theſe the moſt noted were the Ana- 
baptiſts, Familſſts, Millenaries, Browniſts, Ran- 
ters, Seekers, Perfectiſts, Oc. ſone "of which died 


in their Infancy, or cemented in the People after- 


Wards call'd Makers; and others of them yet un- 
happily ſubſiſt amongſt us, though under ſorne to- 
lerable Regulation: To hard is it to root out the 


Tares of Schiſm and Hereſy Wien they have been 
ſuffered | 


= > * * 


whoſe unaccountabſe Exorbitancies and Illumina - 
tions had their firſt Appearance in the Year 1649, 
in a few: Years after grew extravagantly mad, if 
they may be judged by the reſt of the World. 
* It was frequent with them to enter into publick 
Congregations and diſturb the Preachers, calling 
them Hireling Prieſts, charging them with falſe 
Doctrine, and occaſioning great Diſturbances. One, 
pretending an immediate Meſſage from God, went 
about the Streets denouncing his Judgments againſt 


the Protector and his Council: Another, in Col. 


cheſter,” was ſo infatuated, as to ſtarve himſelf to 
Death, upon the Claim of a Commiſſion from the 
Spirit that he muſt faſt forty Days. But the moſt 
impudent of all Mortals was James Naylor, a late 
Soldier under General Lambert, who blaſphemouſly 
ſet up to be Fe/us himſelf in Perſon, and ſo wit 
Garb, Hair and Looks, reſembling the Pictures 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, he went about with his Dif 
ciples and Women miniſtring unto him, and ſo en- 
tered the City of Briſtol, riding upon an Aſs, with 
Women and a Mob, crying Hoſanna! &c. and 
giving no other Anſwer to any Queſtion, but Thou 
 baſt ſaid it. The Magiſtrates of that City ſent him 
to Weſtminſter, where the Parliament reſolv'd, that 
James Naylor was guilty of horrid Blaſphemy, and 
' great Seducer of the People; and. ordered the 
Speaker. to pronounce this remarkable Sentence a- 
gainſt him; To ftand in the Pillory two Hours 
at Weſtminſter, to be whipp'd by the Hangman 
* through the Streets from Weſtminſter to the Old 
« Exchange, and there to ſtand in the Pillory two 
_ «« Hours more, his Tongue bored through with a 
“ hot Iron, and his Forehead ſtigmatized with the 
« Letter B; to be afterwards ſent to Briſtol, and 


1 convey'd 
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« convey'd through the City on a Horſe. bare 
% back'd, and his Face backward, and his Body 
« whipp'd through the Market Place, thence 
« to be brought back to London, and committed 
« tp Priſon in Bridewell, and there to be reſtrain'd 
« from all Company, and to have no Relief but 
« what he earns from hard Labour, and being de- 
« barr'd from the Uſe of Pen, Ink and Paper, 
6 ſhall be kept to continual Work, till he ſhall 
4c be releaſed by the Parliament. It was ſome 
Reproach to human Nature, (as Bp. Kennet juſtly 
obſerves) and a lamentable Proof of/ the Madneſs 
and Enthuſiaſm of thoſe Times, that this wretched 
Fellow, under all his Sufferings, had ſome of his 
Followers- to admire and adore him, to. lick his 
Wounds, to kiſs his Feet, to lean in his Boſom, 
and to do all that was prodigiouſly impious and 
ſilly. When he came firſt to Bridewell, to act on 
the Impoſture, he faſted three Days, but the Fleſh 
_ overpowering the Spirit, he begg*d for Victuals 
and fell to Work. He was for ſome Time dif- 
_ own'd by the Quakers, but afterwards upon ſome 
Acknowledgment receiv'd again into their Favour. 
I ſhall give the Reader another Inſtance, inſtead. 
of many that might be collected from thoſe Times 
of religious Frenzy; when nothing was more fre- 
quent than Propheſyings and Inſpirations and Pre- 
tences to immediate Revelations from God. At 
Walton upon Thames in Surrey, a Soldier, coming 
into the Church with a Candle and Lanthorn, and 
being refuſed to hold forth there, went into the 
Churchyard; and told the People he had had a 
Viſion, and received a Command from God, which 
he was to deliver, and which they were to govern 
themſelves by under Pain of Damnation. It con- 
ſiſts of five Lights? = 


Firſt (ſays he) the Sabbath is aboliſh'd, as be 
ceſſary, Jewiſh, and meerly Ceremonial, 
C 2. Tithes 


* 


2. Tubes are aboliſhed, as Fewi/h and Ceremo- 
nial, a great Burthen to the Saints of God, and 
a great Diſcouragement of Induſtry and Tillage. 
3. Miniſters are aboliſhed, as Antichriſtian, and 
of no longer Uſe, now Chriſt himſelf deſcends in- 
to the Hearts of his Saints, and his Spirit enlight- 
ens them with Revelations and Inſpirations. | 
4. Magiſtrates are aboliſhed, as uſeleſs, ſince 
Chriſt himſelf is in the Purity of the Spirit come 
amongſt. us, and has erected the Kingdom of the 
Saints upon the Earth: Beſides Magiſtrates are Ty- 
rants and Oppreſſors of the Liberty of the Saints, 
and tie them to Laws and Ordinances; mere hu- 
mane Inventions. After this he takes a Bible out 
of his Pocket, holds it up to the People, and 
then goes on with the following Blaſphemy : 
« Here is a Book you have in great Veneration, 
C confiſting of two Parts, the Old and New Te- 
«« ſtament. I muſt tell you (ſays he) it is aboliſhed. 
It contains beggarly Rudiments, Milk for 
% Babes: But now Chriſt is in Glory amongſt us, 
and imparts a fuller Meaſure of his Spirit to 
ce his Saints than this can afford, and therefore I 
«© am commanded to burn it before your Faces.” 
Upon this he ſet Fire to the Leaves, and then 
putting out the Candle, let them know his fifth 

Light was extinguiſhed, t. oy 
I Such Stories as theſe will I doubt not be nau- 
ſeating and diſagreeable to the pious and delicate 
Reader: but he will candidly conſider, that *tis 
impoſſible to give him a juſt Idea of the wretched 
Condition of Religion in thoſe Times of Madneſs 
and Enthufiaſm without offending his Ear at the 
ſame Time with ſome Things ſhocking and ridi- 
culous. I ſhall however give as liftle Offence of 
this Kind as the Nature of my Subject will per- 


f Hiſt, of Independency, Part II. pag. 152. 
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mit; aid therefore, without offering to antndiace 
the different Sets, or to give him a Detail of their 
Extravagances, I ſhall only add to what has alrea- 

dy been obſerved in general a more particular Ac- 
count of one or two of the moſt remarkable of 
them, to ſhew how their * en and 
what er N Produced. | 


8 E CT. XII. Mi BE, or ; Firth W 
NMuen, their Tenets and Be aviour. 


OF the many wil and extravagant. Opinions 
witch the Frenzy of the Times produced, what 
made the greateſt Noiſe and ſeemed. to be a pre- 
vailing Notion among Zealots and Enthuſiaſts, was 
that of the perſonal Reign of Jeſus Chriſt upon 
Earth; which was now ſhort y to commence, and 
to make Way fof which all 45 Kingdoms of the 
World were to be deſtroyed. As it was called 
the Fifth Monarchy upon the Account of its ſuc. 
_ ceeding the four great Monarchies, viz, the A- 

Nan, Perſian, Grecian and Roman Empires, which 

all had had their reſpective Periods. # 4 thoſe who 

embraced this Notion were likewiſe called Chiliaſts 
or Millenaries, from the thouſand. Years which 
they ſuppoſed was the Time appointed for the 
Duration of it, Of theſe Perſons and their O- 
pinions the Protector thus delivers himſelf in his 
F Speech to the Parliament, 4h of September 1654. 
We may reckon (ſays he) among theſe our 
$* ſpiritual Evils, an Evil that hath more Refined- 
F< neſs in it, and more Colour for it, and hath de- 
4 ceived more e of Integrity, than the reſt 

e have done — that is the miſtaken Notion 

ay of the Fifth Ps A Fragen, I * 


7 ag 12. 
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4 we: all hopdun, Wait, and hope for 3 viz. That 
< Jeſus Cbriſt will have a Time to ſet up his 
Reign in oun Hearts, by ſubduing thaſe Cor- 
4 ruptions and Luſts and Evils that are there, 
. 40 which reign now more in the World than I 
e hope in due Time they ſhall do; and when 
«© more Fulneſs of Spirit is poured forth to ſubdue 
66 Iniquity, and bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
© then. will the Approach of that Glory be. But for 
& Men to intitle themſelves upon this Principle, 
* that they are the only Men to rule Kingdoms, go- 
« dern Nations, and give Laws to. People; to de- 
« termine of Property, and Liberty and every Thing 
“ elſe upon ſuch a:Pretence as this; truly they had 
need give clear Manifeſtations: of God's Pre- 
«« ſence with them, before wiſe Men will receive 
* or ſubmit to their Concluſions, **. 


Thus could this Impoſtor lay aſide the Maſk. - 


when he ſaw fit; though no body had more dili- 
gently propagated this Notion amongſt. the Sol- 
diers than he himſelf, was it was in fact the princi- 
pal Means of bringing about his Deſign of uſurp- 
ing the Sovereignty. For when he had diſſolved 
the Parliament by his own Authority, and vari- 
ous Schemes of, Government were under Conſide- 
ration of the Officers of the Army, he quickly diſ- 
cerned that nothing would ſooner advance his De- 
ſign, than the throwing: of every Thing into the 
utmoſt Confuſion, and therefore artfully fell in with 
_ thoſe Zealots, whom he found to be taking the ve- 
ry Steps which would end in it. Theſe Men were 
ſo intoxicated with this. Notion, that they could 
'approve of no Government but. where Chriſt was 
to rule; which they ſaid was a Dominion to. be ex- 
erciſed only by Saints under him; and of this Sort 
the Soldiers were reſolved to chooſe, by Nomina- 
tion, a new Repreſentative of the People: Oliver 


very readily came into this Propoſal; z and fo — 
1 
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aid be impoſe upon - Harriſon, 38 Bad- of 
the Sect, that upon a certain Officer*s'venturing to 
declare, that Cromwell deſign'd to ſet up himſelf, 
and that it was a betraying of their moſt glorious 
Cauſe; for which ſo much Blood had been ſpilt, 
Harriſon interrupted him, and told him he was Saf. 55 
ſur' d, that the General did not eek himſelf in it, 
hut did it to make way for the Rule of Feſus, chat 
he might have the Scepter. Purſuant to this Re- 
ſolution taken by the Soldiers,” 2 Summons was if. 
ſued out to divers Perſons of Cromwell's 'own No- 
- mination, Men fearing God aud of approv'd Fidelity 
and Honeſty, to the Number of about one hundred 
and oooh any forty or more of whom were to bs 
held and acknowledg'd. the en ——— of 
the Nation. 
The Wildneſs of theſe Mens Principles quickly 5 
diſcovered itſelf in their Votes and — . 
their vigorous Proceeding to a -thorough Refor: 
mation, imagining and diſcourſing of nothing leſs; ' 
than that Jeu Chriſt muſt ſhortly reign with them 
here on Earth. To prepare the Way therefore to 
his perſonal Appearance, they conſider'd of abo- 
liſhing the miniſterial Function as favouring total 
ly of Popery; they were not content with the Re- 
moval of Archbiſhops and Biſhops, Dea 
Chapters, &c. but they ſaid, that Parſons, Views, 5 
Curates, Rectors, Donatives,: and Incumbents ought 
to be taken away as Strangers 40 the Goſpel." Then 
they were for taking away all Tithes, as the Re- 
licks of Fudai/m : Next for the Abrogation of the 
old Engliþ Laws, as Badges of the Conqueſt and 
Norman Slavery : And laſtly f for- the Suppreſſion' of 
the "Univerſities, and all Schools of Learning as 
| heatheniſh and unneceſſary, together with all Ti- 
tles of Honour and Diſtinctions, as not agreeable to 
chriſtian Purity. All which they had probably 
| * effected 


effected, but that ſome of them of better . Judg- 
ment gave a Stop to this uncommon Career. 
Thus they continued for above five months, tiring 
and perplexing themſelves in innumerable Debates, 
to the Amazement and even Mirth of the People, 
and not of the People only, but of foreign Nations. 
Of which there cannot be a better Proof, or any 
Thing that will give a more natural Repreſenta - 
tion of the Frenzy and Enthuſiaſm that poſſeſſed 
this Sort of People, than the following Account 
we have of their Tranſactions with the Dutch. 
The Dutch being diſpirited by ſeveral Defeats at 
Sea, and particularly by the Loſs of their Admiral, 
apply for a Peace by their Plenipotentiaries to the 
Council of State; but finding very hard Terms inſiſt- 
ed. upon there, they reſolved to try what Terms 
might be had from the ſanctified Members at Weſt- 
minſter, from whom they expected a more eaſy 
Compliance . But here (ſays my Author) they 
met with very ſtrange Diſappointments. For theſe 
heavenly Men took: the Dutch to be the Outworks 
of Babylon, which muſt be taken down, before there 
could be any coming at the main Fort. They 
ſaid the Dutch were carnal and worldly Politici- 
ce ans, Enemies to the Kingdom of Chriſt, and ſuch 
aS would upon all Occaſions retard the Progreſs 
of the Saints and People of God in overturning 
te the Powers of this World. — That Antichrist, the 
Man of Sin, could never be deſtroyed in 1taly, 
«© white the Dutch retain'd any conſiderable Strength 
in the United:Neherlands. They did not inſiſt 
% upon the Flag, nor Dominion of the Seas; but 
held it neceſſary in order to the Coming of Cbriſt 
ce and, his perſonal Reign, that the Seas ſhould be 
* ſcower'd and preſerv'd as peaceably as the Land, 
< that both ought to ſubmit to the Power of King 
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« Jn, whole Way They and: rm Nan, 
were to prepare. They allowed the Procethate © of . 

et the · Duich by Petition, ſince the Power of the 
Council of Seater was all one with the Saints; ant 
44 theirs derived from him to whom all Power is 
“given; and upon that Account the Dutch ought 
« to continue their Addreſſes: of Maſſeigneurs & 
« Tres illuſtres beigneurs to the Council of State, 
<« not in the Senſe they are forbidden in the Go- 
ee ſpel, but that whereby our Lord Chrift aſſumes 
« ſuch Titles, and confers them on the Saints. 
« That the Saints therefore might tolerate them, 
<« and the Dutch ought not to refuſe them, leſt it 
e ſhould be a Rejection of the Kingdom of 'Chrift, 
« which was now approaching; that the Dutch 
<« ought to kiſs the Son leſt he be angry, and ſhould 
* have a care how they, contemn his holy ones, lelt 
« they be chaſtiſed with a Rod of Iron. 

The Dutch were now more confounded and per- | 
plexed than ever. It was difficult to treat with, 
and impoſſible to prevail with theſe Men. They 
run high indeed in their Declarations of their Zeal 
for the true reform'd Religion, and call'd God, 
the Searcher of all Hearts, to witneſs the lbcere 
Affections of the States towards the Commonwealth 
of England ; and likewiſe prayed, that the great, 
moſt good, and moſt merciful God would preſide 
in their Councils, with his Spirit of Peace; but 
could not come up to the Flights of theſe new 
Saints. They now found themſelves in Danger to 
be ruin'd as Enemies to Cbriſt, rather than Eng- 
land; and a Coalition with England would not ſa- 
tisfy, except they likewiſe annexed their Provinces 
to the fifth Monarchy. Having therefore, upon 
Conſultation among the States, reſolv'd to refuſe a 
Coalition, to ſtrengthen themſelves with foreign Al- 
liances, and to fit out a Fleet with all poſſible Ex- 


| pedirion ; and theſe Things. * communicaced 
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So 

to the Members at Fetminfter, they ſaid c it was 
no more than was propheſied in Scripture, and 
tc in Courſe to be expected, that the Gentiles ſhould 
<« rage, and the Kings of the Earth ſet themſelves, 
< againſt the Kingdom of Chriſt; but they ſhould 
« falt before them and be broken in Pieces: That 
« they were fierce. to encounter Gog and Magog, 
<« and by a Series of Victories inflam'd to encounter 
« this amichriſtian Hoſi tt 

I know not whether it may be worth while to 
trouble the Reader with a more particular Account: 
of the Principles of this Set of Men, unleſs he 
ſhould be curious to know what could poſſibly 
poſſeſs their Heads with ſuch unaccountable and ex- 
travagant Whimſies. It may be enough to; obſerve, 
that their whole Scheme was built upon an enthu- 
ſiaſtick Interpretation of ſmè obſcure Paſſages in 
Daniel and the Revelations, which they apply'd to 
the 7 Times, and from which they inferr'd 
the following Particulars of it. 

That the Time was come, wherein the Lord 
would call to a reckoning the Rulers and Shepherds 
of the Earth, for the Mal-Adminiſtration of their 
Rule and Truſt; in the Exerciſe of Tyranny over 
Men by the one, and of Lordſhip over God's He- 
ritage by the other. That the Effects hereof 
were * in theſe Weſtern Nations firſt, as being 
the undoubted Horns of the Beaſt, to whom the 
Cup of Wrath was firſt to be given, before the 
reſt of the Beaſts; and this to be done, firſt, by 
the Spirit of the Lord in his People ſtirring them 
hereunto, and afterward, by the Lord himſelf 
at his own appearing. —— That in order to bring- 


I A Treatiſe called the Myſtery of God, addreſs'd to the two 
Houſes of Parliament, which the Author takes to be the rwo 
Witneſſes, Rev. 11. As alſo another, called a lamenting Word, 
&c.. addreſs'd to all the precious Saints that ſtand upon their 
Watch ia this Hour of Temptation. TOE On 
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ing Things to this glorious Refult the Lord will, 
hs — ae the Heaven and Earib, be Sea 
and dry Land; that is, will ſo trouble and ſhake 
the untverſal Frame of Things both in eivil and 
eccleſiaſtical, the religious and heatheniſh States, 


as ſhall occhſion great Commotions, Perplexities, 


and Overturnings, every where, and amongſt all 
Ranks and Degrees of Men; neither ſhall any Set- 
tlement be found till be come whoſe the Kingdom is 
—— That Chriſt was then to reign with the Sa ints 
upon Earth a thouſand Years, and that themſelves 


were the Perſons that ſhould reign with him, and 


conſequently had the beſt Right to the Poſſeſſion 
Doctrine muſt give to Diſorder and Confuſion ; to 


of this World, and the Things of it. hoy 
*Tis obvious what Encouragement this wild 
Violence, Rapine and all Kinds of Injuſtice, to the 
great Diſparagement of our holy Religion, whilſt 


the Scriptures were wreſted and diſtorted: to de- 


SECT. XIII. Seekers or Expt@ants, _ 
| 3 a 1 þ e . AT OH NL 


NOR is it to be wonder'd, that in this Mul- 
tiplicity. of erroneous Opinions, each of them pre, 
tending to divine Authority. Mens Minds ſhould 
be unſertled, and ſome begin to queſtion in good 


earneſt whether there was any ſuch Thing as the 


* 


reveaPd Will of God, or whether the receiv'd Re- 


bl 4 , 


velation of it might be reſted upon as ſufficient to 


the Purpoſes of Grace and Salvation. Hence we 
meet with another Set of Men, of which ſome No- 


tice ſhould be taken, who went by the Name of 
| Seekers or Expettants; who waited in a State of Un- 
certainty, for ſome more perfect Manifeſtation of 


God's Will, and would not joyn themſelves to 


any particular Congregation, *Twas the peculiar 
ITY T 5 OS 
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ä 
Tenet * theſe Men, + « that there ought to be 
na making or building of Churches, nor Uſe 
of Church-Ordinances, as miniſtring of the Word, 
« Sacraments,” Or. but waiting for a Church, "and. 
being in Readineſs, upon all Occafions, to take 
«© Knowledge of any Paſſenger, of any Opinion or 
«« Tenet- whatever. The Saints (they ſaid) as Pil- 
« erims, wander in a Temple of Smoke not able 
i find Religion; and therefore ſhould wait for 
the Coming of the Spirit, as the Apoſtles did. 
“ That neither in eee nor Practice one half 
« of. God's Glory was yet reveal'd ; but that a 
« Salvation ſhould be tthaiſebed; in the laſt Times, 
« which was not known to the Apoſtles them- 
<« ſelves, ho fell ſhort. of the Knowledge of many 
« Cbriftzani in theſe Days; and that when the Time 
< was; come there ſhould: be true Churches and 
« a. true Miniſtry, they ſhould have greater Gifts 
„and do greater Miracles than the Apoſtles did, 
„ becauſe the Church was then in its Infancy.” 


8 ECT. XIII. Increaſe of Popery. 


WHILST our Thoughts are upon this Num- 
ber and Variety of Sects and Divifions, we cannot 
forget the great Increaſe of Popery, which was the 
natural Effect of them; fo that even ſo early as be- 
fore Archbiſhop Laud's Death, as he himſelf ob- 
ſerves, never had the Pope ſuch an Harveſt in Eng- 
land ſince the Reformation. And as the Confuſions 
in Religion increaſed, ſo did the Diligence of the 
Papiſts to take Advantage of them, They ſent o- 
ver (ſays - Biſhop Brambal) above an hundred of 
their Clergy, that had been educated in France, 
Laly and Spain, by Order from Raue. In theſe 
Nurſeries the Scholars were taught ſeveral handi- 


+ np, p. 28. No. 975 98. E 
K 2 craft 


BS — 

craft Trades and Callings, according to their In- 

enuities, beſides their Functions in the Church. 
They have many yet at Paris (ſays he) fitting up 
to be ſent over, who twice in the. Week oppoſe one 
the other; one pretending to Preſbytery, another 
Independency, ſome Anabaptiſm, and others con- 
trary Tenets. The Hundred that went over 
6 + this Year (ſays Mr. Neal) were, according to 
“ the Biſhop's Account, moſt of them Soldiers in 
« the Parliament Army: But Mr. Baxter, after a 
6 moſt diligent Enquiry declares, that he could not 
s find them out: Which renders the Biſhop*s Account 
de ſaſpected.. A very ſmall Matter, it ſeems, will 
in ſome Caſes, and with ſome Sort of Perſons, have 
a great deal of Weight. For my own Part, I can 
ſee nothing in this Declaration, even allowing it to 
be true, that can render the Biſhop's Account in the 
leaſt ſuſpeFed. For is it to be wonder'd at, if 
Mr. Baxter, with all his Diligence, could not find 
out thoſe Men to be Papiſts, whoſe Buſineſs it was 
(for which we may be ſure they wanted neither Art 
nor Induſtry) to conceal themſelves under the Ap- 
pearance of Preſbyterians, Independents, or other 
Sectaries, whom they perſonated ? However, to 
ſuch as may diſlike the Teſtimony of an Archbiſhop 
or Biſhop in this Caſe, it may be proper to produce 
that of others, in their Opinion leſs liable to Ex- 
ception, To that height of Aſſurance were the 
Emiſſaries of Rome at laſt arrived, and ſo ſucceſs- 
ful were they in ſeducing the People, that they pub- 
liſh'd in printed Liſts, the Names of their Proſe- 
| Jytes 3 and had fixed in England an epiſcopal Power 
with Archdeacons, Sc. of which, the PRoTeEcToR 
Jn his ® Speech to the Parliament declares, that he 
gvas able to produce the particular Inſtruments, in moſt 


+ 1646. Hiftory of Puritans, Vol. III. p. 372. 
% 


7 


„ 

of the Limits of the Catbedrals. Nor was it indeed 
otherwiſe to be expected from the Nature and Rea- 
ſon of Things. For as on the one hand, we may 
be aſſured the common Adverſary would take all 
Advantages of the divided and diſtracted State of 
the Kingdom, and practiſe accordingly; ſo, on the 
other, tis not at all ſurpriſing, that, after long 
wandring in the Mazes of Ignorance and Error, ma- 
ny were willing to put themſelves under the Conduct 
of an Infalliblèe Guide. It is with this view that our 
Adverſaries of the Church of Rome have always been 
induſtrious to promote Diviſions among Proteſtants, 
and poiſon them with pernicious Errors; not only 
as every new Diviſion is a weakening of the com- 
mon Intereſt, but becauſe, when Men become once 
unſettled in their religious Principles, the Uneaſi- 
neſs that ariſes from ſuch an uncertain, fluctuating 
State muſt naturally diſpoſe them for their own 
uiet to hearken to their Suggeſtions who make 
the moſt confident Pretenſions to Certainty and In- 
fallibility: So that, even Scepticiſm and Infidelity 
itſelf, as Tranſitions are not uncommon from one 
Extreme to the other, do frequently end in down- 

| right Popery and ä | 


SECT. XIV. Diſpoſition of the Parliament 


Arm a Means to ""— and ſpread wild 
N . | 


I ſhall cloſe what has bei faid concerning. the 
Multitude of Sects which ſo miſerably rent in pieces 
the Unity of God's true Religion, with taking no- 


tice of one Circumſtance which greatly contributed 


to it; and that was the Diſpoſition of the Parlia- 
ment Army: Which, conſiſting moſtly of Secta- 
ries, had an Opportunity of diffuſing the Poy ſon, 


and 


* . r \ 


and increafing their Numbers, throughout almoſt 

every Corner of the Kingdom. Of this Mr. Ed. 
wards complains in the -Gangrene, © All our Vi- 
et tories and Succeſſes ——— Every taking of a 
Town or City is a further ſpreading over this 
<« Nation the Gangrene of Hereſy and Errors. And 


to what a Degree of Diſtraction the Soldiery were 
arrived in this reſpect 9 ring the Teſtimony 


of a Gentleman, who had been for ſome time a- 


mong them, and who gives this Account of them 


from his own certain Knowledge. - * Thoſe few 
<« Regiments then with us were a perfect Model of 
ec the whole Army; and moſt certain I am, that all 
the Officers of no one Company were of the 
« ſame Opinion, what Religion / they fought 
<« for — Every Regiment ſeemed to have been 
as _ out.ot-the ſeveral Congregations at Amſter- 

« gam. TI enn . 
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S Ee r. XVI. Diſcord among the Sectaries, 


eſpecially the Prejbyterians and Independents. 
ANOTHER melanchal y Prod roof of the great 


Decay of true Religion in thoſe unhappy Times 


was that Spirit of Diſcord which univerſally reign'd 


amongſt this Diverſity of Sets, every one, ſtriving 


to make its way over the Heads and Conſtiences of 
the reſt, and labouring each others Deſtruction, 
with as much Zeal and Earneſtneſs, as ever they 
had expreſsd againſt the eftabliſh'd '' Church. 
* Whilſt the Church was to be-overtbrown, a Coalt- 
tion of all Schiſms and Hereſies into one Inte- 
% reſt, was (as King Charles I. obſerves in a Letter 
eto his Son) of great Reaſon and important Ser- 


vice to the common Work: and therefore all 


+ The true Informer, p. 39. 
the 
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« the leſſer Factions were at firſt obſequious Ser- 
t vVants to Preſbytery their great Maſter; till 
Time and military Sucdeſs diſcovering to each 
ec other their particular Advantages, invited them 
< to part Stakes; and leaving the joint Stock of 
ec uniform Religion, they pretended each to drive. 
ﬆ« for their Party the Trade of Profits and Pre- 
e ferments, to the breaking and undoing not on- 
“ly of the Church, but of Pręſbytery itſelf, which 
e feem'd and hop d at firſt to have engroſs'd all.“ 
The great Quarrel was Liberty of Conſcience. 
The Preſbyterians were for a rigorous Uniformity, 
agtecably to the Engagements they had early en- 
tered into, by their folemn League and Covenant, to 
endeavour, without Reſpect of Perſons, not only 
the Extirpation of Popery and Prelacy, but alſo of 
Hereſy and Schiſm; and foreſeeing and predicting 

the Evils and Confuſions that would ariſe from ati 
. univerſal Toleratian. But, whatever Arguments they 
made uſe of in behalf of Order and Dilcipline,, they 
. but with a very ill Grace, from 
Perſons who had overthrown all Order and Difci- 


pline upon a Pretence of that Liberty of Conſci- 


ence which they denied to others. And there ſeem'd 
ſornething ſtill more injurious in denying it to their 
Brethren ; who had all along joyn'd with them a- 
gainſt the Church, and without whoſe Aſſiſtance, 
at their firſt ſetting out at leaſt, they could not 
have overthrown it. Whether the Preſbyterians 
were not aware, that the Independents aim'd at ſome- 
thing more than a Toleration, and that if ever they 
got the Power into their Hands, they would prove 
as cruel Perſecutors of all. Perfwafions, but their 
own, as they afterwards ſhew*d themſelves to be 
or how far that Preſumption might juſtify the en- 
deavouring to keep them under, by way of Selt-De- 
fence, I ſhall not here enquire, What I am at — 

ent 
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ſent” to: Obſerde is, * the Conteſt was 


F 1 
c FOB 
with the utmoſt Heat and Animoſity on both Sides, 


Men; ſo that if mutual Forbearance and brother- 
ly Love be the diſtinguiſhing. Mark of the Diſ- 


ciples of Chriſt, the Spirit of Chriſtianity could 


never ſure approach nearer to an Extinction ſince 
the Profeſſion of it. . enn ys 


＋ On the one Had ths Preſbyterians Shan 


againſt the Sectaries, as Libertines, Atheiſts, Un- 
clean, Inceſtuous, Drunkards; Sabbath - breakers, 


Dereivers; an hypocritical, falſe, 8 Ge- £ 
neration; encouraging, protecting, and cry ing up f 


for Saints, Sons of Belial, and the vileſt of en 5 


a. putredinous Vermin, a phariſaical Brood, greater < 
Enemies to all true Godlineis, and to the Being, and 
Privileges, and Authority of Parliament, than 8 * 


ther Strafford, or the: Prelate of Canterbury: 


Company of giddy, cunning, ſelfſeeking Secharies, ; 


betraying the [Truths of God, abuſing and undue 
two Kingdoms. N 
The Independents on the. mer Sun: .inveigh 
againſt -Preſbytery.z calling it Babylon, Egypt, a 

Limb of Antichriſt, a Fyrannical, Lordly Govern- 
ment, a worſe Bondage than that under Biſhops, 


- worſe than either Hover or Babylon in the Myſtery . 
of Iniquity, the Mother of all Miſchief, the Caul e 5 


of all the preſent Calamities, Cc. 
The Covenant they call a Make. bate, Peso 
ing, Soul-deftroying, — and un- 


— Covenant; an abominable, accurſed Oath, 
che 


iolation of which, out of Conſcience | to 0 5 
is an e aha bleſſed Perjury, Wee" 


4 4 Diſſeaters wings, Part I. . 9% Part I. po. 13. 
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and in Language the moſt violent and opprobri- | 
ous that could fall from the Tongues or Pens of 


4 


1 72 | 
The Alenbl is Antichriſtian, Romy, bloody z 
che Plagues and Peſts of the Kingdom; Baar 
1 Diviners, Southſayers, - inſatiable Hire» 
Gebazi Cheaters, the Blackbird Divines, 
the . Aſſembly Swineherds, Sc. 
As both of chem labour'd for Superiority, ſo 
they mutually charge each other with Tyranny. 
The Independents deſcribe the Preſbyterians 
vene mons, ſerpentine, and bitter Spirits, that, un 
Pretence of the Glory of God, the Honour /of 
Chirſt, the bleſſed Reformation, the Suppreſſion 
of Error, Hereſy, 'and Blaſphemy, were driving 
on 3 carnal Intereſt, Hanvur, and Preferment >, 
ng by Reformation, Preſbytery in the rigid Senſe 
_ 


SIE is, that all Power may be in the Miniſter's 
1 40 the Magiſtrate engaged to put their Orders 
_ dias, Wills and Pleaſures into Euecutiuansn. 
The Preſbyterians retort, that, if the Indepen- 
dents pleaded for Toleration , it was only becauſe 
they ſtood in need of it themſelves: that their 
Manner of exerting Authority in Places where they 
could do it, and their Efforts towards the Exer- 
Ciſe of it where they could not, ſufficiently ſhew'd, 
that they were not leſs fond of Dominion, . 
thoſe — 5 they condemned upon that Account, 
and that it was plainly to want of Power, and not 
to any Sentiments of Tenderneſs or Indulgence to 
weak Conſciences that they owed their pretended 
- Moderation. -** How unreaſonably (ſays an emi- 
% nent Champion for the Preſbyterian Cauſe) do 
«< theſe: Men deal with their Brethiren? They 
<< plead for a Toleration of all Religions here in 
England, and yet in New-England baniſh Men 
cc into Iſlands from amongſt them, for diſſenting 
125 from them in their new Model of Church 
Government, nay but for diſſenting from them 


* eee, nene pag. 607. 
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ein their Opinions about Religion. And here 
«amongſt us, what impious and railing Books 

* do they make againſt the Miniſters, for en- 
#6 deavouring to eſtabliſh that Religion and that 
Church Government that God himſelf, in his 
e holy Word, hath ſet down? And what op- 
% probrious Names do they give the faithful and 
painful Preachers and Paſtors of the Church of 
'« England; calling them Baals Prieſts, the pro- 
« feſt Enemies of Jeſus Chriſt and his Kingdom, 
« the Limbs of Antichriſt, falſe Prophets, the 
% Brood of Babylon, terming ſome particular Men 
& of them Rabſbeka's, others Bauds, others black, 
„ legal Preachers; thinking of them as Men not 
„ worthy to live, and in expreſs Words profeſſing 
it. And yet theſe Men plead for a Toleration 
of all Religions, when both by their Words 
„and Deeds they manifeſt, if it were in. their 
% Power, the firſt Work they would do, ſhould 
% be to root us all out of the Kingdom. 
If to unchurch all Churches but their own, 
and at one Blaſt to proclaim them all Enemies 
to Chriſt: and his Kingdom, and to deny all 
| „Churches Fellowſhip with them, be not more 
J than a Diotrephan, Prelatical, and Papal: Au- 
„ thority, there never was any in the World. If 
the independent Preſbyters do ſo timely begin 
their abſolute Lording of it, what would they do 
if r were eſtabliſned by Autho- 
But as liberal as the Independents were of foul 5 
Language, they make heavy Complaints of the 5 
Preſpyterians upon that very Account; and ſeem 50 
ſenſible what a Reproach theſe Animoſities would | 


| bring upon their Saintſhip. „It is no great 1 
h Marvel (faith an Author before-cited) that you „ 
| + Independency not God's Ordinance, pag. 569. * Pul- 1 
| _ - Vit Incendiary, pag.28. — £3 OE Fo 
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& make the Covenant ſpeak what you pleaſe for 
4 your own Deſigns, ſince you make, or at leaſt 
« ſtrive to make, the Holy Scriptures themſelves, 
c whoſe natural Juice is Milk and Honey, to 
« yield forth Gall, yea Blood it ſelf.” Again, 
« Is it thus among Turks and Pagans, Mabo- 
C metans,”. Atheiſts, or Papiſts? Do Malignants 
« thus rail againſt Malignants? Cavaliers againſt 
%“ Cavaliers? Are there ſuch bitter Words, or bit- 
«+ ing Language, ſuch harſh Sayings or hard Speak- 
6. ings, to be heard in the Camp of our Adverſa- 
c ries It becomes Toads to belch out Venom 
« and helliſh Furies to ſpit Fire at each other, 
e and not the Saints of the moſt high God. Shall 
ce they dig out one anothers Bowels, rend one ano- 
ec thers Name? pag. 61. Ho do Saints loſe in 
<<. each. others Hearts, when they gall and grieve 
<« and vex one another in each others Pen? and 
<« ſhall we tempt one another to bitter Provocation? 
& Sorrow and Trouble, Perſecution and A fflicti- 
<« on, Envy and Malice, evil Speaking and Rail- 
e ing we expect from the World, but better Quar- 
e ter from better People. Ti be Toa ee be 
c each others Shelter. 

One would expect after inch Canis as * no- 
N but Softneſs and Sweetneſs on the Indepen- 
dents Side. Whilſt they were thus courting good 
Words and Chriſtian Treatment from their Ad- 
verſaries, they would not ſure, if it had not been 
extremely natural to them, ſet them an Example 
of the contrary." See how they deſcribe them: 
The Preſbyterians in Oppoſition to a Toleration 
conſtantly pleaded the Covenant, whereby they 
were engaged to extirpate all Error, Hereſy, falſe 
Doctrine; and likewiſe, as they explain d it them- 
ſelves," to erect the Preſbyterian Government. But 
this was not explicitly enough expreſſed in the 
en of it, and therefore the Independents thus 
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E ther feeding or juſtifying that Spirit of Bitter. 
nes where with — are Poſſeſſed againſt your 


vernment, adcurd 


4 the Preſervation of the Reformed 


Sy; % What 5 you A this Ne ei- 


„ Brethren? Is there any Word, Jod, or Tirtle 


of Preſoytery in any Article, Line, or Letter 
_ «6 of the Covenant ? Is there one Word that looks 
« toward ſuch a Thing, as a rigid, fierce; "biting, 


os ag 24 ſecuting Preſbytery?** After re- 
42. in the Covenant, Which was 


* erty Th rians could poſſibly plea 
— w_ Pu N namely that, whereby 


* 12 — to encteavour the Reforma- 

— in the Kingdom of Englund and 
Dae in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Go- 
. ing us, the — — 2 * 
the Example ꝙ 1b bift reformed Charches to 
bring de Charches of God in the three Kingdoms 


to the neareſt Confunction and Untformity m Re- 


ligion, Sc. the Author goes on thus: <« Firſt, 
„ what is here for Proſbyery ! eſpecially a Lara- 
* fious Preſbytery ! a brury, thorny; "pearſecuting 
< Prefbytery ! We have engaged our — 
ion 

* the Church of Scotland in Doctrine, Wörſhip, 

4. Diſeipline and Government. Doth chat juſtifſy 


your rag againſt che Brechen, ani yu 
charging The Partinment” with Coven: xt Are. 


Terms 


** as ſome of you have done in 
our Brerhiren of 


„What an Affront is this upon 


* Scotland | as if their Doctrine, Worſtip, Diſci- 


«© pline and Government were framed und calcu- 


* lated for the Meridian of wild Beaſts of the 
N Defert, for Gim and /Ophh, - Owls" and Sätyrs, 
Dragons and Valtures, ᷑hat live and prey upon 
c their Fellow Creatures, and not for the: Zons of 

oh —_ © Sion, "who are the Children of Peace? Do you 


repreſent-the Church of Scotland in theſe horrid, 
* e and bloody ane as fuch a taking Ob- 
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"x 1 . © 
„ jet uno the Sons .of England? If che-Cancins" 
__ <6-and:Laws, : Edits and Orders, Statuten and Or- 
«+ dinances of [the Doctrina, Wotſhip, Diſcipline: 
and — of — — — en- 
to and rage, Magi-. 
« — or: Miniſters, Parliament and People, 
e that will not act according to the fiery, fierce and 
4 furious Motions of peeviſh, frowand. and angry 
or” Spirits, ſuch Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and 
Government doth more became the American 
<«< Pequids; Cannibals or. Man-Eaters, than thoſe | 
0 peri ce qo 1 Hr ORE: ns RFF I 
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| duck. xVL, |Dij TY Br of 25 43 cui as 
| ben; tas Religious Nature. 18 
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dN thiv-miakney dad; the contending Sects, "who 
| had at firſt ſe amicably conſederated in their De- 
ſigus againſt the Church, breath out Hatred and 
Animoſitys and in this manner very probably 
they wd have gane on biting and devouring one 
another till they had been conſumed one of ano- 
thar, as they had ahrady well nigh eradicated all 
Chhriſtian Faith, Purity, Order, Peace and Har- 
mony otit af the Kingdom. And here I think it 
Time 20 draw: towards a Concluſion, though many 
impious Practices remain ſtill. to be taken Notice 


bf, which: ſhew the great nſion of Religion 
5 in thdſe Times of Anarchy, but which I purpoſely 
deeline enlarging upun, as they were not properly 


by mach the Conſequences of unſettling the Zccle- 
| þ; as the Ciuil Government. Such were the 
— Murders, Rapes, . Robberies, and all 
inds df Violence, which are the natural Effects 
2 Mur,, and in which both — — deep- 


Iyx involv'd. As alſo, the involving the Nation 
in repeated Perjuries, by obtruding upon the Peo-- 
ple cuntrary. Oaihs, P roteſtations and Engagement 5, 
+ whilſt they were toſſing and changing through a 
Series of ſeventeen Governments in the Space of eleven 

Naar. But there is one Thing which ought not 
to be omitted, as it was the reigning Vice of tboſe 
Times; and that is, the detęſtable Hypocriſy. made 
Uſe of to cover the moſt villainous Actions, and 

to ſanctify the horrid Crimes of Rebellion and Sa- 
crilege, in the Name and as the Cauſe of God: 
Whilſt, to the Scandal and Amazement of all ſo- 
ber Chriſtians, the blackeſt Deſigns were conſtant- 
ly introduced. by publick Faſting and Prayer; and 
the moſt wicked Counſels warranted and magnified 
as a Return to what was tmpiouſly and profanely 
calPd ſeeking God : whereas, in Truth, theſe Re- 
turns were nothing elſe but che Reſult of previous 

Conſultation, where the Meaſures to be taken be- 

ing reſolv'd upon, and by the Leaders communi- 

cated to their Preachers, they again were to re- 
commend them from the Pulpit to the People in 
their ſeveral Congregations; >whilſt their 'Unani- , 
mity in their Prayers and Sermons, in-ſoggeſting 
what had been thus previouſly. concerted; was'craf- 
tily cried up as a ſignal Teſtimony of God's Spirit, 
and Manifeſtation of his Preſence with thiem. And 
though it is not to be doubted; but that ſome of 
the weaker Sort were ſo far under the Power of 
Enthuſiaſtical Deluſions, as to think the (Cauſe 
they were engaged in the Cauſe of God, and to 
look upon their Succeſſes as ſo many Evidences of 
his owning it, yet there was undoubtedly at the 

Bottom more of Knavery and Hypocriſß, than of 

Enthuſiaſm; as appeared when it was Time to 

throw off the Maſk, and diſcover that God had not 


+ Balis Hiſtory of the Plots of the pretended Saints, p. 725. 
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been leſs horribly mack'd, than the Nation cheated 


and abuſe? 


We haye an 8 Acknowledgment: of the 
Wickedneſs of thoſe Times, and of this high Ag- 
gravation of it, by hypocritical Pretences to San- 
ctity and Religion in the Anabaptiſts Addreſs to 
King Charles the Second, with which I ſhall cloſe 
this Account, and which might equally have be- 
come the reſt of their Brethren, “ What have 
c we done? what have we not done, which either 
«© helliſh Policy was able to contrive, or brutiſh 
„ Power to execute, we have trampled under 
Foot all Authority; we have laid violent Hands 


upon our Sovereign; we have raviſh'd our Par- 


% liaments; we have deflour'd the Virgin Liberty 
e of our Nation; we have put a heavy Yoke of 
Iron upon the Necks of our Countreymen; we 
have broken often repeated Oaths, Vows, En- 
4. gagements, Covenants, Proteſtations; we have 
«lifted up our Hands to Heaven deceitfully. 
And that our Sins might want no Aggravation 
e to make them exceeding ſinful, we have added 
« Hypocriſy to them all, and we have not only, like 
the audacious Strumpet, wiped our Mouths, and 
* boaſted that we have done no evil, but in the 
«© midſt of all our Abominations, ſuch as are too — 
& to be named amongſt the worſt of Heathens ; 
e have not wanted Impudence enough to ſay, — 
e the Lord be glorified ; Let Zeus Chriſt be ex- 
„ alted; Let his Kingdom be advanced; Let the 
FGoſpel be propagated ; Let the Saints be digni- 
6 Hed: 3 Les n be exalted. 2 


* Clarend. vol. III. pag. 64s. 
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ND n now: ne the Rene reflect 3 upon | 
this Interval of Darkneſs and Confuſion, 


whilſt the ſeveral Sects were let int. ＋ 2 o- 


tber, and Al of them DES, 


af it is not of che utmoſt — to ellen 


and whether any Meaſures can be taken to leſſen 
its Security, without Hazard of ſuch 8 
as every good Man muſt. dread to think of. 
Zeal to reſcue a ſacred Rite from Profanation, * 
a Deſire to be in a Capacity of doing belter Service 
to their King and Countrey, are ſpecious Pleas, 497 
carry the Appearance, in thoſe that urge them, of 

a Concern. for Religion and the common Welfare. 
But tis not Mens Profeſſions or Pretences that we 
are to regard, but the Tandency of their Schemes, 
and the Influence they are like to have upon the 
publick Peace and Safety. And, if upon Exami- 
nation they are found to Ties to Confuſion, or to 
ſuch. Alterations in the Conſtitution, Civil or Ec- 
cleſiaſtical, as muſt naturally end in it, we are ut- 
terly without Excuſe, if after the voful. — — 
Guard againſt tham, how artfully An 


V may 


be „ ee or how plauſibly foever recom- 
mended. © ISL 

But there are * other Refletions which of- 
fer themſelves from the Courſe of the foregoing 
Papers. We may obſerve, in the firſt Place, with 


- regard to the horrid i E nthuſiaſms 
and 


ſ 


TA 2 
| and wicked Practices then abounding, that though 
a great Reęproach and. Scandal, was thereby caſt 


Upon ohr Holy Religion in the Sight of its Adver- 


faries,, yet no Argument can be brought from 
them againſt either its divine Original, or the Ten- 
dency of it to the publick Good. Chriſtianity, in 
the Nature of it, muſt be allow'd by all who 
have conſider'd it, to be -moſt admirably calcu- 
lated to preſerve. and promote Peace and Order, 
Juſtice and Purity, and every other Virtue in. ſo- 
cial. or in private Life. Theſe Evils therefore 
were not chargeable upon the Chriſtian Religion, 
but upon the Corruption and Perverſion of it by 
weak or wilful Men. If the Holy Scriptures have, 
like a Sword in the Hands of a Madman, been 
employ'd to the moſt extravagant and outrageous 
Pur poſes, the true Inference from hence is, the Ne- 
ceſſity of a proper Interpoſition to prevent the Abuſe 
of. them, either to the Diſturbance of the publick 
Peace, or to the ſeducing and corrupting of the 
Ignorant and Unſtable. - For though the Uſe. of 
the Scriptures is.the undoubted Right of every 
Chriſtian who. is capable of uſing them, and as 
ſuch was claim'd by our firſt Reformers, yet (as 
an excellent Writer obſerves * ) they had Senſe e- 

nough to know (what the Experience of later Times 
has fully demonſtrated) that to leave every Man to 
make the bes of bis BIBLE, without any farther 
Direftion or Reftraint, would naturally tend to Confu- 
ſion, and fill- the Kingdom -with all the wild Conceits 
that Ignorance and. Enthufe ſaſin could produce. And, 
if it be ſo dangerous to leave every Man entirely to 
His own Notions, with ſuch an excellent Rule. of 
Life before him, what muſt it be to leave: him ſo, 
without any, Rule or Guide at- all? 


> Vindication of the Corporation and Teſt ads any 31. 
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From the Conduct of the Preſbyterians and In. 


dependents, with regard both to the Eftabliſ'd 
Church, and to each other, as in their Turns they 


became uppermoſt, we cannot but take Notice of 
the very different Sentiments of the ſame Species 
of Men iz Power and out of it. We have ſeen 
that thoſe who, open'd loudeſt againſt Perſecution 
and Oppreſſion of tender Conſciences, while ſuf- 
fering, under the Biſhops,” for not conforming to 
the Church, no ſooner got an Eſtabliſhment of their 


own way, bur they were for inpo/ing it with the 


utmoſt Rigour, upon the whole Kingdom, giving 
no Quarter to any who refuſed to comply with it: 
Nor were the Independents, who ſo firongly 
for a Toleration, whilſt they ſtood in need of it 
at the Hands of the Preſbyterians, in the leaſt be- 
hind them in Stiffneſs and Severity, when the Scene 
was changed, and they came upon the Stage them- 
ſelves. But the Uſe I would make of this Obfer- 
vation, is not ſo much to infer from it how little 
we can depend upon Profeſſions ſo likely to be diſ- 
regarded or forgotten upon a ng of Circum- 
ſtances, as to ſhew, that however Men may com- 
plain of Penalties and Difcouragments on account 
of their different Perſuaſions in Religion, when 
the Laws providing them are directed againſt them- 
ſelves, yet where that is not the Caſe, Men of 
all Denominations ſeem to be agreed in their Opi- 
nion of the Equity. and Expedience of ſuch Laws 


for the Maintenance of Truth and Unity and Or- 


der, and that no Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment what- 
ever can effectually be ſecured without them. 
*Tis plain that the Diſſenters, and more eſpecial- 


ly the Preſbyterians had this Way of thinking for- 
2 if we may judge by their Behaviour in the 


mer 
moſt candid View of it, at a Time when they 
were under no Temptation to conceal their real 


Sentiments: Nor have we any Reaſon to 14 | 
„%%% ut 


pleaded 


, . 
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but that they will at all Times be found to have, 
the ſame when there is a proper Opportunity to 
diſcover it. If therefore they thought it reaſona- 
ble and neceſſary to guard with ſo much $trifFneſs 
againſt every thing that might break in upon their 
own Diſcipline, when it had the Support of Au- 
thority, they cannot with any Conſiſtency, think 
it a Hardſhip, upon them if the Church of England 
is ſollicitous to ſecure it ſelf by Methods of much 
greater Lenity and Moderation. To complain at 
all of the Laws provided in that behalf is a Con- 
tradiction to their former Practice when they had 
Power in England, and to their preſent where they 
have it in Scotland; but to complain of them, in. 
ſuch Terms of Reproach to the Juſtice and Wiſdom 
of the Legiſlature, as to call them Encroachments 
upon the natural or ſocial Rights of Mankind, is yet 
more unreaſonable and abſurd, as it implies in it 
this Suppoſition, repugnant to it ſelf and to common 
Senſe, - that private Perſons have a Right to be ad- 
mitted to Privileges from which the Publick has at 
the ſame Time a Right io exclude them. For either 
no Government can /awfully provide for its own 
Safety; or elſe every Government has an undenia- 
ble Right (and one would think in Prudence is con- 
cerned to make uſe of it) to exclude Perſons diſ- 
affected to the Conſtitution (in the whole or any 
eſſential or fundamental Part of it) from a Share of 
Power which they may reaſonably be expected to 
hay to the Subverſion of it. „ 5 
From the diſtracted State of the Church (and the 
Struggle for Superiority between the different Sects) 
which enſued upon diſſolving the Epiſcopal Go- 
vernment without ſubſtituting any other Place of it, 
we may obſerve the Folly as well as Miſchief of 
thoſe Schemes which reach no further than to pull- 
ing down: And from thence are naturally led, 
Whenever the like Schemes (or even approaches to 
wed ar SaoaCt dau r 


fect 
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cheto) are projecting, to conſider how the Caſe 
ſtand, if they ſhould happen to take Ef. 


To apply this to the preſent Attempts againſt 


the Church of England; let us ſuppoſe that the 


Diſſenters by a Repeal of the Corporation and Toft 


Acts were ſet free from the Incapacities and RR 


ſtraints they are ſo uneaſy under, and that, in Re- 


turn for their good Affection to his Majeſty's Per- 
ſon and Government (in which 'tis to be hoped, 
at the ſame time, that they have ſome little Regard 
to their own Intereſt and Safety, unleſs they could 

expect to be eaſſer under a Popiſh than a Pro- 


teſtant Adminiſtration) they were allowed to fill 


thoſe Stations of Power and Truſt to which they 
are ſo eagerly pleading both a Right and a Merit to 
rr ITTETRSRTT 

This Point gained, let us next ſuppoſe (for who 
knows not to what Lengths Succeſs and nearer Vi ies 
will carry Men forward) that upon finding them- 
ſelves adyanced to this Pitch of Equality, and en- 
_y by ' ſome favourable O portunity, they 
ſhould be tempted a ſecand Time to try their 
Strength with the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, and 
by the Help (as formerly) of thoſe who mean no- 
thing leſs than their real Service, prove at laſt too 
hard for it. Yet after all, what would be the 
Conſequence of ſuch an Overthrow? In the firſt 
place it may be taken, I think, for granted that 
whuyllt the Government is in the Hands of Chriſtians 
there muſt be an Efabliſhment of Religion, of one 
kind or other. For beſides the Abſurdity of ſup- 
poſing a Chriſtian Government without an Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, which is in effect to ſuppoſe that, 


in the Opinion of that Government (that is, of the 
Perſons who compoſe the Legiſlature) either all 
Communions are alike, or that they are under no 
Obligation to join with and ſupport that Commu- 


\ | 


nion 
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nion (which upon Enquiry they are perſuaded is 
- moſt agreeable to the Will of God) beſides this 


Abſurdity, I ſay, we have ſeen ſo much of the 
Confuſions and Diſtractions ariſing but from a"tem- 
porary Suſpenſion of the Church-Eftabliſhmeatr, as 


would incline us to think that almoſt any was better 
than none. The Neceſſity then of a Religious 
Eftabliſhment to ſucceed the preſent being allow'd, 


the Queſtion 1s, Which of the different Perſuaſions 
| ſhall take place? After what manner ſhall their 
Pretenſions be decided? By the Degrees of their 


Zeal for the Civil Conſtitution, or by the Conſonan- 


of their reſpective Schemes of Worſhip and Diſ- 
cipline to the Word of God? Alaſs! how difficult 
will it be to determine either of theſe Points to their 


common Satifb con? Are not the Presbyterians, 


the Independents, the Anabaptiſts, the 5 
all of them his Majeſty's loya 422 peaceable Sub- 
jects, alike zealous for the Adminiſtration under 
him, and the Succeſſion of his illuſtrious Houſe ? 
Are they not all equally fond of their own Religious 
Opinions, and Practices, and would they not, as 
Occaſion offered, be alike active and induſtrious to 
propagate and ſupport them? To bring this Con- 
troverſy into the ſhorteſt Compaſs, . are the two 
principal Competitors, the Preſbyterians and the In- 


dependents, at this Day better Friends toeach other 


in- their Hearts, than they were formerly? Are 
they even now agreed, if Epiſcopacy was aboliſh- 
ed, and the legal Clergy ejected out of their Be- 
nefices „ to which of their Shares the Nati##al 
Churches and Endowments ſhould fall? Or ſhould 
we not ſee reviv'd among them the ſame Heats 
and Animoſities, the ſame Feuds and Diſſenſions 
with all the miſchievous Effects of them, that we 
have juſt been viewing, whilſt the common Ad- 
N would no Now's make the beſt of this Ad- 

| | vantage 


vantage, and either Popery or; Atheiſm be intro . 
But to take Things in the moſt favourable Light 
that our Imagination can place them in —— W 

will ſuppoſe this Conteſt either prevented by the 
Prudence and Foreſight of the Preſbyterians, , or 
determined in their Favour —— that they had car- 
ried their Point, to their own Heart's Deſire, with- 
out Riyal or Control, and that Preſbytery was eſta- 
| bliſhed throughout the Kingdom in that Fulneſ of 
' more than papal Power which has been claim'd, up- 
on the Foot of a divine Right, by the moſt rigid 
Aſſerters of it. What in the mean Time would 
thoſe have to expect who differ from them? Is their 
Averſion to the Church of England ſo worn off, or. 
their Prejudices againſt a Toleration ſo much aba- 
ted, as that either we or their own Brethren of the 
Separation might reaſonably hape for more Indul-. - 
gence from them now, than has been heretofore ex- 
perienced } So indeed we have lately been given to 
underſtand, << is for the Honour (ſays Mr, Neal) 
< of the . preſent Generation of thoſe commonly 
* call'd Preſbyterians, that they have not only 


ce abandon'd and renounced theſe ſervile Do&trines, 


e but have appear'd in Defence of the Civil and 
„ Religious Liberties of Mankind, upon the moſt 
6 ſolid and generous Principles.” And what if all 
this ſhould be admitted to be true of the whole B. 
dy, which I fear is applicable but to the ſober and 
moderate Part of them? Nay, what if we could be 
certain that what is ſo much for the Honour of the 
preſent Generation would be as truly ſaid for the 
Credit and Reputation of the next? That neither 
Length of Time, nor Change of Circumſtances 
could poſſibly induce or oblige them to depart from 

their preſent Sentiments but that they would 


* Hiſt, Purit. Vol. III. pag. 408. 


retain 


retain ſuch a grateful Senſe of the Tendernefz and 
| Indulgence they have ſo long experienced from the 


Church of England, (even when they had effected 
the Deſtruction of it,) as to grant to its Members 
hot 1 the Liberty of ſerving God in their own 
ay, 
do pl in, when themſelves: ſhould have no further 
Occaſion for them? Yet after all this wonderful 
Grace and Goodneſs on their Side, what a wiſe Bar- 
gain ſhould we have made, by the Exchange, on 
ours? Surely theſe Men muſt have a very mean 
Opinion of the Underſtanding of the Friends of 


the Church of England, if they think they will 


contentedly give up their legal Rights and Privi- 
leges for a few good Words, which, at the utmoſt; 
amount to no more than this, that if we will tamely 

ſuffer them to become our Lords and Maſters, they 
will be ſo kind in return, as not to perſecute us 
when they are ſo. The Author before cited, ſpea« 
king of the. Diſſenters has theſe Words, „ Nor 
cc are they (fays he) ſo ſtupid as not to diſtinguiſh 
tc between high Dignities, great Authority and 
ec arge Revenues ſecured by Law, and a poor 
« Maintenance ariſing from the voluntary Contri- 
ce butions of the People, that is, between an Efta- 
c bliſhment and a Toleration *. I paſs by the en- 
vious Tutn of this Compariſon, and. hope that 
both they and we have better Motives to determine 


our religious Principles, than what ariſe from any 
temporal Conſiderations whatever. But yet never 


theleſs, if the Advantage in this Reſpe& be /o con- 


fiderably on our fide, as tis repreſented, I ſee no 
Reaſon why we ſhould lightly part with it to grati- 


fy the Avarice or Ambition of our Enemies; nor 


why the Diſſenters, if they are wife enough them- 
ſelves to diſtinguiſn between an Eſtabliſhment and 


* Preface to Vol. III. H. P. 
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a To- 


ut even the Uſe of their Meeting-Houſes to 
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2 Toleration, ſhould imagine that wwe are not. 
Thus and no better would the Cafe ſtand be- 
tween the Church of England and the Preſbyte- 
BY rians, even upon the moſt favourable Suppoſition, . viz. 
| £ that the ſame Indulgence would be ſhewn by them, 
1. to tender Conſciences which is ſhewn at preſent: 
: whilſt the Teſt of the Separatiſts would he but juſt 
in the ſame Condition they are now, only with this 
mortifying Circumſtance, that they would then be 
obliged to accept of a Toleration from thoſe. to 
whom they might think they had an equal Right 
/ ²˙ ! TE RO 
But what if even in this both they and we ſhould 
at laſt find ourſelves diſappointed? What if theß 
ſhould think fit to abide by their old Principles and 
B plead, that their Government being only the Ex 
i cution of the Laws of Chriſt they had no Power to 
|. * _ diſpenſe with or remit them, —— that no Tolera- 
tion ought to be given to any Thing contrary to 
ſound Doctrine, that no private Aſſemblies, or 
ſeparate Congregations ought to be allow'd, — that 
ſuch a Liberty of Conſcience would be the Mother 
of all Contentions, Strifes, Hereſies and Confuſions 
in the Church, — or what if, after having granted 
a reaſonable Indulgence for ſome Time, they ſhould 
find it would not ſatisfy, and from thence take an 
Occaſion to abridge or withdraw it? 
In this View, it is evident that a very conſider- 
able Part of the Diſſenters themſelves. would be in 
a much worſe Condition with reſpect to their reli- 
gious Liberty, than that wherein they ſtand atpre- 
ſent, if they can really think it bad at all. And 
ho would it be with the reſt of the Kingdom who 
ſhould be oblig'd to ſubmit to the Preſbyterian 
Yoke? What would thoſe Gentlemen in particular 
think, who are ſo extremely uneaſy under the mo- 


4 


— RIAs 9 — 


— — — — oem 


* Hift, Purit. Vol. III, pag. 308. 
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derate and ' Himited Exerciſe ' of ecclefialtiont” A" 
15 PO. V the Engliþ Hierarchy, if they ſhould 

be to i Þ a little. of the whelſome Diſci- 
$a of a pelghourin Nation? How” would-they- 

proye of an high Commiſſion in every Pariſh, or 
ike to ſubmit to the arbitrary. Determinations of a 
few ignorant Artificers in Market: Towns, or Farm- 
in Country Pariſhes, who, under the Character 

= ry lng "Elders, ſhould be made Judges of their 
Wee and Opinions, and inflict 'Cenſiires upon 
as. Sinners or Heraticks, at their own Diſcre- 

E About any known, fix d, or certain Rules 
of acting? Or how would either Prince r People 


E. a Diſcipline ) 1 in che full Extent of it, 
es robbing the Magiſtrate of his Supre- 
in eccleſiaſt leaf firs and eyen ſubjecting 


Ferſon to their Cenſures; ; beſides depriving Pa- 
* of their Advowſons, and the Lalty of Im- 
e ns, as the unalienable Patfimony of the 
Church, challenges and uſurps to itſelf a“ Power 
paramount both. of the Word and of the Sword; 
over all Courts and Eſtates, over all Laws civil 
and eccleſiaſtical, and all this by a divine Right, in 
order to the Advancement of Chriffs Kingdom , 
- Whereof the Prefb' ters alone are conſtituted Rulers | 
in his ſtead? But is it indeed likely that the Engii/h 
ws 2 People jealous of their Rights and Li- 
5 5 05 will ever patiently ſubmit to fuch a Yoke 

this No more (I am perſuaded) than 
| ould to nid to Popery. The Preſbyterians cannot 
et what Strong ObjedFions theſe. | Things 


„when the ey thought they had the faireſt 


Pro, 2 ber it, an with what Difficulty the Parlia- 
gent was brought to conſent even to that ur pro- 
4 Eſtabliſhment. of it, which, becauſe it 


2 var bp. bm Warning to the Church of | wins: 
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lodged not an | abſolute Power i in the Preſbyterics o- 
ver their Communicants, but reſerv'd Appeals to 
the Parliament from the Cenſures of the Church, 
was not more to the Satisfaction of the Preſbyterians | 


' themſelves than of the reſt of the RKingdtm, and 


therefore neyer thoroughly. put in Execution by 
them. They ſeem therefore to be too haſty in their 
Concluſions, if they think the ſetting up of Preſ- 
bytery will be a certain Conſequence of overturning 

the Church, were they ſure to effect it; and wi 

find, when all Things are conſidered, . that they 
have little Reaſon to expect other. Fruits from their 
Labours this Way, than what were formerly. reap- 
ed from them; even infinite Miſchief to, the Pub. 


lick, and nothing but Shame and Diſappointment 


to themſelves... Fro ow much better would it become 
them to be caſy y, and to let others be ſo too, than 
to run the Hazard of raiſing freſh Diſturbances,” by 
unreaſonable and fruitleſs. Artempts ! ? They are ar 
preſent by the Indulgence of the Government ex- 
empted from the Penalties of their Non- Conformi- 
ty, and have a full and free Enjoyment of their Ci- 

vil and. Religious Liberties: , if f .they "would be 
thought to deſerve this Indulgence, they” ſhould reſt 
contented with and thankful for it, without further - 
Incroachments. . Why do they make a Merit of 
that Submiſſion and dutiful Behaviour to the G- 
vernment (and found upon ĩt a Claim of ſtill further 
Favours) in which the ſincers Membeis of the 
Church of E ngland, tis to be hoped, are not in the 
leaſt behind 3 and for which they have, \ cer. 
tainly as good Reaſon to depend upon the 5 Sean 

and Preſervation of their 2 gal. Ris guts and Privi- 


lieges, as the Diſſenters have 10 e the ce 
or Diminutiou of them on th wot behalf? Wh 


they take ſuch Pains to Ju ify the Gelees Fant 
fulfil the Predictions of many who 3 


leration of them, not ſo e out of a Spirit _ 
Perſecution, 


FA 


Perſecution, as from a firm Perſuaſion, that they 
are a People never to be ſatisfied, and that every 
freſh Inſtance of Favour conferr'd upon them is but 
a Foundation for greater and more extravagant De- 
mands? Or why will they, at this Time eſpecial- 
ly, when Religion has ſo many Enemies, deſire any 
Thing that may weaken an Eſtabliſhment which, 
under God, is the chief Support of it in this King- 
dom ? "T1 | 
But whether the Diſſenters ſhall look upon 
themſelves as concerned in theſe Queſtions or not, 
it will at leaſt become the Friends of the Eſtabliſh- 
ment to be upon their Guard againſt both their open 
and ſecret Practices to deſtroy it. Their Efforts 
are by no Means to be neglected: If they cannot 
erect their own Government, there is ſtill a Poſſi- 
bility of ſubverting ours. They may clandeſtinely 
undermine what they dare not directly aſſault, and 
more effectually endanger the Church's Safety by 
gradual Encroachments, than N a formal and a- 
vow'd Oppoſition, We have,{cen how they for- 
merly brought this venerable Church of England 
low, even to the Duſt ; and how cruelly they trea- 
ted her when they had her at their Mercy: And 
what Grounds of Security have we now more than 
ſhe had then? The Generality, it ſeems, both of 
the People and the Parliament had all poſſible Re- 
verence and Affection to her; and never ſure was a 
Prince upon the Throne more tender of her Rights, 
more able to defend, more reſolute to protect her. 
And yet what was the Iſſue? By truſting too much 
to this, and deſpiſing the Malice of their Ene- 
mies, they let Things go ſo far, till they found 
themſelves irretrievably undone. N 
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